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The U.S Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) funds local homeless assistance and prevention networks 
called Continuums of Care (CoCs).  In addition to organizing, delivering and reporting on housing and services for people 
who are experiencing homelessness, CoCs are required to complete a one-night Point-In-Time (PIT) count of all homeless 
persons at least once every two years during the last ten days in January.    
 

On January 25, 2012 Idaho’s two Continuums of Care conducted the 8th annual statewide PIT Count. The data from this 
count helps determine the amount of funding awarded for homeless programs across the state, as well as to help 
understand the changes in trends among the homeless populations and raise public awareness of homelessness. Data from 
the one-night PIT count and the longitudinal data collected by the Homeless Management Information System (HMIS) are 
the primary sources used to measure the progress in meeting the national strategic goal of preventing and ending 
homelessness.   
 

State of Idaho PIT Snapshot - All Regions  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Of persons who identified in 2012: 40% are in households with children; 25% are under the age of 18; 58% are male 
and 39% female; 18% are veterans; 22% are victims of domestic violence; 13% are chronically homeless; 25% suffer 
from substance abuse; and 17% from mental illness. 

 

For the PIT count CoCs are instructed to count all adults, children in households, and unaccompanied youth who, on the 
night of the count, resides in one of the places described below: 

 An unsheltered homeless person resides in a place not meant for human habitation. Included in this count are 
people in temporary tents or armory shelters, encampments, and warming centers.   

 A sheltered homeless person resides in an emergency shelter, transitional housing or supportive housing for 
homeless persons who originally came for the streets or emergency shelters.  

 

The PIT count’s definition of homelessness does not include persons who may be staying with friends or relatives, in a 
hotel/motel, in a treatment facility or in jail. Persons in these circumstances are defined as precariously housed and are 
often characterized as being at imminent risk of becoming homeless. A total of 543 “precariously housed” individuals and 
households were surveyed during the unsheltered portion of the count and, although not included in the official PIT count 
numbers, the survey responses are included at the end of this report. 
 

The PIT count consists of two methods to collect data.  The sheltered homeless data is collected from surveys filled out by 
the shelters and from the Idaho HMIS database. The unsheltered homeless survey is administered by “street or known 
locations” and “service based” counts conducted in each region in the state and entered into HMIS.     

Region   Counties 
Region One  Benewah, Bonner, Boundary, Kootenai, Shoshone 
Region Two  Clearwater, Idaho, Latah, Lewis, Nez Perce 
Region Three  Adams, Boise, Canyon, Elmore, Gem, Owyhee, Payette, Valley, Washington 
Region Four  Blaine, Camas, Cassia, Gooding, Jerome, Lincoln, Minidoka, Twin Falls 
Region Five  Bannock, Bear Lake, Bingham, Caribou, Franklin, Oneida, Power 
Region Six  Bonneville, Butte, Clark, Custer, Fremont, Jefferson, Lemhi, Madison, Teton 
Region Seven  Ada 

The following report contains the results of Region One’s Point-in-Time Count for the night of January 25, 2012. 
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Regional Point-in-Time Count Results 
Regional Map with Counties 
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Point-in-Time Count 
Region Unsheltered Sheltered Total % of Total 
Region 1 250 177 427 22% 
Region 2 41 70 111 6% 
Region 3 66 201 267 14% 
Region 4 8 89 97 5% 
Region 5 37 71 108 5% 
Region 6 31 173 204 10% 
Region 7 53 701 754 38% 
Total 486 1482 1968 100% 
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Regional Results of Sheltered and Unsheltered Individuals and Persons in Households 
Information as reported in the survey forms.  Not all questions had responses; blank values not reported. 
**Multiple responses valid for a respondent. 

Point in Time Count - January 25, 2012 State-Wide Region 1 
Homeless - Total Count     

  Individuals & Persons in Adult Only Households 1175 267 

  Households with Children 246 52 

     Persons in Households with Children 793 160 

  Total Individuals and Persons in Households 1968 427 

  Sheltered Homeless 

  Individuals & Persons in Adult Only Households 787 59 

  Households with Children 216 39 

     Persons in Households with Children 695 118 

  Total Individuals and Persons in Households 1482 177 

  Unsheltered Homeless 

  Individuals & Persons in Adult Only Households 388 208 

  Households with Children 30 13 

     Persons in Households with Children 98 42 

  Total Individuals and Persons in Households 486 250 

Gender  (Total Individuals and Persons in Households) 

  Total Males 1157 211 

  Total Females 752 180 

  Sheltered Homeless     

  Male 858 72 

  Female 591 84 

  Unsheltered Homeless     

  Male 299 139 

  Female 161 96 

Age Group (Total Individuals and Persons in Households) 

  62+ 66 21 

  51 - 61 291 71 

  31 - 50 681 145 

  18 - 30 400 85 

  Under 18 496 100 

  Sheltered Homeless     

  62+ 41 6 

  51 - 61 191 26 

  31 - 50 497 40 

  18 - 30 285 30 

  Under 18 437 70 

  Unsheltered Homeless     

  62+ 25 15 

  51 - 61 100 45 

  31 - 50 184 105 

  18 - 30 115 55 

Under 18 59 30 
**Sub-Populations Demographics (Adults Only) 

  Veterans 260 72 

  Victims of Domestic Violence 326 72 
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Regional Results of Sheltered and Unsheltered Individuals and Persons in Households 

**Sub-Populations Demographics (Adults Only)  Statewide Total Region 1 

  Sheltered Homeless   

  Veterans 184 29 

  Victims of Domestic Violence 265 36 

  Unsheltered Homeless 

  Veterans 76 43 

  Victims of Domestic Violence 61 36 

  Parolee or Probationer (unsheltered survey only) 80 48 
**Disabling Conditions  (Adults Only) 

  Substance Abuse 371 97 
  Serious Mental Illness 247 70 
  Serious Physical illness/disability 186 61 
  Other/Prefer not to disclose  120 50 

  Sheltered Homeless     
  Substance Abuse 274 28 
  Serious Mental Illness 184 31 
  Serious Physical illness/disability 126 27 
  Other/Prefer not to disclose 72 19 

  Unsheltered Homeless     
  Substance Abuse 97 69 
  Serious Mental Illness 63 39 
  Serious Physical illness/disability 60 34 
  Other/Prefer not to disclose 48 31 
Race/Ethnicity (Total Individuals and Persons in Households) 

  American Indian or Alaska Native 94 19 
  Asian 7 0 
  Black or African American 62 10 
  Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander 8 0 
  White 1613 366 
  Other/Multi-racial 12 3 
  Hispanic/Latino 215 13 
  Sheltered Homeless     
  American Indian or Alaska Native 60 7 
  Asian 7 0 
  Black or African American 55 7 
  Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander 8 0 
  White 1226 154 
  Other/Multi-racial 0 0 
  Hispanic/Latino 185 7 

  Unsheltered Homeless     
  American Indian or Alaska Native 34 12 
  Asian 0 0 
  Black or African American 7 3 
  Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander 0 0 
  White 387 212 
  Other/Multi-racial 12 3 
  Hispanic/Latino 30 6 
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Regional Results of Sheltered and Unsheltered Chronically Homeless Individuals 

Sheltered information as reported on provider survey form.  Unsheltered information as reported on regional survey form.  Not all 
surveys had responses, blank values not reported. 
 
 

A Chronically Homeless Person is defined by HUD as: 
 An unaccompanied homeless individual with a disabling condition, or a family with at least one adult member 

who has a disabling condition, who has either been continuously homeless for a year or more OR has had at least 
four episodes of homelessness in the past three years. 

AND 
 The homeless person must have been sleeping in a place not meant for human habitation (e.g. living on the streets) 

and/or in emergency shelter at the time of the count. 
 

   

Point in Time Count - January 25, 2012 Statewide Total Region 1 

   
Total Sheltered and Unsheltered Chronically Homeless 252 114 

Sheltered and Unsheltered Chronically Homeless Individuals 200 93 

Sheltered and Unsheltered Chronically Homeless Families 20 7 

Sheltered and Unsheltered Chronically Homeless Persons in Families 52 21 

   

Total Sheltered Chronically Homeless 111 25 

Sheltered Chronically Homeless Individuals 90 22 

Sheltered Chronically Homeless Families 8 1 

Sheltered Chronically Homeless Persons in families 21 3 

   

Total Unsheltered Chronically Homeless 141 89 

Unsheltered Chronically Homeless Individuals 110 71 

Unsheltered Chronically Homeless Families 12 6 

Unsheltered Chronically Homeless Persons in families 31 18 
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Sheltered & Unsheltered Household Information 
Statewide 

Homeless Households with children Emergency Shelter Transitional Housing Unsheltered Total 
Number of Households 74 142 30 246 

Number of Adults 98 167 43 308 
Number  of Children 155 275 55 485 
Total Persons 253 442 98 793 

Homeless Households with only adults Emergency Shelter Transitional Housing Unsheltered Total 
Number of Households 503 262 354 1119 

Total Persons 510 270 382 1162 
Homeless Households with only children Emergency Shelter Transitional Housing Unsheltered Total 
Number of Households 7 0 6 13 

Total Persons age 17 or under 7 0 6 13 
Total Households and Persons Emergency Shelter Transitional Housing Unsheltered Total 
Number of Households 584 404 390 1378 

Total Persons 770 712 486 1968 

Region 1 
Homeless Households with children Emergency Shelter Transitional Housing Unsheltered Total 
Number of Households 3 36 13 52 

Number of Adults 5 43 18 66 
Number  of Children 9 61 24 94 
Total Persons 14 104 42 160 

Homeless Households with only adults Emergency Shelter Transitional Housing Unsheltered Total 
Number of Households 34 25 188 247 

Total Persons 34 25 202 261 
Homeless Households with only children Emergency Shelter Transitional Housing Unsheltered Total 
Number of Households 0 0 6 6 

Total Persons age 17 or under 0 0 6 6 
Total Households and Persons Emergency Shelter Transitional Housing Unsheltered Total 
Number of Households 37 61 207 305 

Total Persons 48 129 250 427 
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Regional Survey Results of Unsheltered Individuals and Households (not total persons) 
Information as reported in the survey forms.  Not all questions had responses; blank values not reported. 
**Multiple responses valid for a respondent. 

Point in Time Count  - January 25, 2012 Statewide Total Region 1 
Unsheltered Homeless - Total Count       
  Individual 338 184 
  Households 52 23 
  Total Individuals and Households  390 207 
Where did you stay the night of January 25th? 
  Inside (abandoned building, stairwell, farm outbuilding, etc) 156 93 
  Outside (street, park, rest area, campground, bridge, etc) 126 46 
  Vehicle (car, truck, railroad car, etc) 108 68 
  Other Unsheltered 0 0 
Length of stay in above place 
  One week or less 53 26 
  More than one week, but less than one month 69 34 
  One to three months 84 54 
  More than three months, but less than one year 78 43 
  One year or longer 94 43 
Last permanent address 
  Region of Survey (where they are at time of count) 195 118 
  Elsewhere in Idaho 91 37 
  Other US state 88 46 
  Non US location 1 0 
Extent of  homelessness 
  1st time 108 47 
  2-3 times in the past 3 years 103 59 
  4 or more episodes in the past three years 47 28 
  Continuously homeless for 1 year or more 118 63 
**What situations caused the homelessness 
  Voluntary Homelessness 26 7 
  Unemployment 201 98 
  Aged Out of Foster Care 3 1 
  Felony Convictions 51 36 
  Divorce/Family Break-Up 73 42 
  Domestic Violence 41 24 
  Housing Uninhabitable 20 6 
  Physical Disabilities 50 26 
  Mental Disabilities 77 47 
  Recent Move to Area 45 24 
  Lack of Education/job skills 69 39 
  Discharged from jail or institution 49 33 
  Bad Credit History 95 61 
  Evicted/Unable to Pay Rent 87 49 
  Unable to find affordable Housing 119 64 
  Medical Cost/personal Illness 38 20 
  Substance /Alcohol Abuse 99 72 
  Don’t know/Refuse 14 7 
  Other 39 20 
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Regional Surveys – Unsheltered Households  

Information as reported in the survey forms.  Not all questions had responses; blank values not reported. 

Point in Time Count  - January 25, 2012 State Wide Region 1 
Total Unsheltered Persons  

Total Individual Households 338 184 
Total Persons in Multi-Person Households 148 66 
Total Persons 486 250 

Number of Household Units by Size 
Two Member Households 28 11 
Three Member Households 14 9 
Four Member Households 4 1 
Five + Member Households 6 2 
Total Household Units 52 23 

Number of Persons in Multi-Person Households 
Two Member Households Persons 56 22 
Three Member Households Persons 42 27 
Four Member Households Persons 16 4 
Five + Member Households Persons 34 13 
Total Persons in Households Persons 148 66 
Average Family Size 2.85 2.87 

Gender of Head of Household in Multi-Person Households
Male 22 11 
Female 27 11 

Age of Head of Household in Multi-Person Households 
62+ 2 2 
51 - 61 9 1 
31 - 50 24 14 
18 - 30 17 6 
Under 18 0 0 
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Regional Surveys – Precariously Housed  

Numbers based on actual regional survey responses for precariously housed individuals and households 
Information as reported in the survey forms.  Not all questions had responses; blank values not reported. 
**Multiple responses valid for a respondent. 

Point in Time Count  - January 25, 2012 State Wide Region 1 
Individuals and Household Units  

Individual 373 176 
Household Unit (Not Persons) 170 64 
Total Responses 543 240 

Total Persons 
Individual 373 176 
Persons in Household Units 542 210 
Total Persons 915 386 

Number of Households Units by Family Size 
Two Member Households 68 22 
Three Member Households 38 17 
Four Member Households 31 10 
Five + Member Households 33 15 
Total Households Units 170 64 

Number of Persons in Households 
Two Member Households Persons 136 44 
Three Member Households Persons 114 51 
Four Member Households Persons  124 40 
Five + Member Households Persons 168 75 
Total Persons in Households 542 210 
Average Family Size 3.19 3.28 

Gender (# of Individuals and Persons in Households) 
Male 475 200 

Female 404 175 
Total Responses 879 375 

Age (# of Individuals and Persons in Households) 
62+ 29 18 
51 - 61 85 36 
31 - 50 297 127 
18 - 30 258 120 
Under 18 231 84 
Total Responses 900 385 

Race/Ethnicity (Total Individuals and Persons in Households) 
American Indian or Alaska Native 35 8 
Asian 3 0 
Black or African American 24 12 
Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander 7 4 
White 710 336 
Other - Multi-racial 8 3 
Total Responses 787 363 
Ethnicity - Hispanic 115 14 

**Disabling Conditions ( Adults only)     
Substance Use Disorder 140 78 
Serious Mental Illness 93 47 
Serious Physical illness/disability 55 22 
Other/Prefer Not to Disclose 84 38 
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Regional Surveys – Precariously Housed  

Point in Time Count  - January 25, 2012 State Wide 1 
**Sub-Populations ( Adults only) 

Veteran 58 33 
Parolee or Probationer 138 62 
Domestic Violence 93 34 

Where did you stay the night of January 25th? 
Precariously Housed

Hospital/Medical Facility 9 1 
Substance abuse treatment facility or detox center 18 12 
Jail, prison or juvenile detention facility 81 25 
Your room, apartment or house you own or rent 18 12 
Staying in room,apt,house owned/rented by family/friends 369 168 
Hotel or Motel paid without emergency shelter vouchers 40 15 
Other 8 7 

Length of stay in above place 
One Week or Less 61 19 
More than one week, but less than one month 90 31 
One to three Months 160 77 
More than three months, but less than one year 128 68 
One year or longer 89 38 
Total Responses 528 233 

Extent of Homelessness 
1st Time 210 83 
2-3 times in the past 3 years 184 93 
4 or more episodes in the past three years 42 26 
Continuously homeless for 1 year or more 65 19 
Total Responses 501 221 

Last Permanent Address 
Region of Survey 271 127 
Elsewhere in Idaho 163 70 
Other US State 79 31 
Non US location 2 0 
Total Responses 515 228 

**What situations caused the homelessness 
Voluntary Homelessness 21 9 
Unemployment 299 144 
Aged out of Foster Care 6 3 
Felony Convictions 79 46 
Divorce/Family Break-up 130 57 
Domestic Violence 57 19 
Housing Uninhabitable 28 13 
Physical Disabilities 48 22 
Mental Disabilities 95 58 
Recent Move to Area 47 13 
Lack of Education/job skills 103 52 
Discharged from Jail or Institution 62 39 
Bad Credit History 101 57 
Evicted/Unable to Pay Rent 114 53 
Unable to Find Affordable Housing 191 91 
Medical Cost/personal illness 43 12 
Substance/Alcohol Abuse 138 80 
Don’t Know Refused 26 3 
Other 41 11 

 


