
   July 5,2006 

MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL: 
Sandi Bloem, Mayor   

Councilmen Edinger, Goodlander, McEvers, Reid, Hassell, Kennedy 
 



CONSENT CALENDAR 



Council Minutes – June 20, 2006 
    Page 

1

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY   
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COEUR D’ALENE, IDAHO, 

HELD AT COEUR D’ALENE CITY HALL, 
June 20, 2006 

 
The Mayor and Council of the City of Coeur d’Alene met in a regular session of said Council at the 
Coeur d’Alene City Hall, June 20, 2006 at 6:00 p.m., there being present upon roll call the 
following members: 
 
Sandi Bloem, Mayor 
 
Loren Edinger                         ) Members of Council Present 
Al Hassell                       )         
Woody McEvers  )    
Mike Kennedy   )           
Deanna Goodlander                )          
Dixie Reid                               )           
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Bloem called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.   
  
INVOCATION: The invocation was given by Tom Weadick of the Vineyard Christian Fellowship 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Councilman Hassell led the pledge of allegiance. 
 
PRESENTATION – There were no presentations 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:  
DOG INCIDENT INDEPENDENCE POINT: Deb Cordes, 319 Park Drive, spoke regarding an 
incident she was involved in at Independence Point. She wanted to clarify that the incident was 
different than reported in newspaper. It was not a dog fight between two dogs but an attack by 
another dog on her dog that just lay down. The other dog owner was very abusive to her and to the 
law enforcement responders. She thanked a good samaritan who pulled the pit bull off her lab, 
thanked the police, and also thanked animal control, who all responded in the matter. She stated 
that there are a lot of young people at Independence Point that hassle people and make the 
neighborhood feel unsafe.  
 
Wendy Carpenter, Police Chief, responded that the City has assigned extra patrols to Independence 
Point. Chief Carpenter emphasized that the Police have a zero tolerance policy and will continue to 
enforce all City ordinances. The City welcomes youth but they must obey the City regulations.  
 
Councilman Reid reiterated that many of the youth at Independence Point are not from Coeur 
d’Alene and not teenagers. They are in their early twenties and are very disrespectful of people and 
property. 
 
SCRAP METAL PURCHASE: Sam Marks-Full Gospel Mission, 1521 East Sprague, Spokane 
Washington, explained a program that he administers. He teaches troubled and recovering drug 
youth to recycle scrap metal into jewelry, to give them a job, teach them a trade, and help them 
transition back into society. He passed around some examples of bracelets and a money clip that 
have been produced. He is requesting to purchase scrap metal from the Water Department, and will 
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pick it up, and pay the same price as the recyclers. Mr. Marks recycles copper, aluminum, brass, 
stainless steel, and other metals. They have three locations, one in Spokane, one in Missoula and 
one in Moses Lake. Jim Markley, Water Department Superintendent that at the present the City 
stockpiles their scrap metal, and then takes it to the recycling center, which generates only about 
$200 a year.  
 
Motion by Reid, second by Edinger, to allow Mr. Marks to purchase scrap metal from the Water 
Department. 
 
Discussion: Councilman Hassell brought up the fact that perhaps the decision should be brought 
before a committee to ensure that Mr. Marks meets non-profit tax exempt status. 
  
Councilman Edinger withdrew his second on the motion. Goodlander then seconded the motion. 
Motion carried, with Edinger and Hassell opposing.  
 
DOG DAZE: Jennifer Jenkins, 952 North Fifth Street, gave the City Council a flyer explaining 
Dog Daze that was held at the Kootenai County Fairgrounds last year. She is requesting use of the 
City Park for the second annual Dog Daze. All dogs will be leashed and refuse cleaned up. 
Councilman Goodlander informed her that her approval is an item on the consent calendar and she 
will be able to use the City Park this year, as it is scheduled for a time period that is on the outer 
edges of high park usage.     
 
CONSENT CALENDAR:  Motion by Edinger, second by Kennedy, to approve the Consent 
Calendar as presented. 

1.   Approval of minutes for June 06, 2006  
2.  Setting of the next Public Works Committee and General Services Committee meetings for 

June 26, 2006 at 4:00 p.m. 
3. RESOLUTION 06-041: A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF COEUR D'ALENE, 

KOOTENAI COUNTY, IDAHO AUTHORIZING THE BELOW MENTIONED 
CONTRACTS AND OTHER ACTIONS OF THE CITY OF COEUR D’ALENE 
INCLUDING APPROVAL OF A CPR TRAINING SITE AGREEMENT WITH EMS 
TRAINING COUNCIL; APPROVAL OF A MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
WITH NORTH IDAHO MEDICAL CARE CENTER TO ADMINISTER THE FIRE 
DEPARTMENT WELLNESS PROGRAM; APPROVAL OF CHANGE ORDER NO. 4 
WITH CONTRACTORS NORTHWEST, INC., FOR THE WWTP PHASE 4B 
CONSTRUCTION; APPROVAL OF A PURCHASE AGREEMENT WITH MAC’S 
ELECTRIC FOR SOFT START PUMP PANELS FOR THE FOURTH STREET AND 
LINDEN WELLS; APPROVAL OF CHANGE ORDER NO. 1 WITH SPERLE’S 
INVESTMENT SERVICE, INC., FOR THE 2006 OPEN TRENCH REPLACEMENT 
PROJECT AND APPROVAL OF S-2-03, FINAL PLAT APPROVAL AND SUBDIVISION 
AGREEMENT FOR THE LANDINGS AND WATERFORD FOURTH ADDITION.  

4. Setting of a Public Hearing for vacation of the right of way in Woodland Estates Subdivision 
for July 18,  

5. Approval of the Fire Department’s Safety Trailer Partnership 
6. Authorization for use of the City Park for Dog Daze Celebration 
7. Acceptance of Rights-of-Way  for Ramsey Road, north of Hanley Avenue 
8. Approval of Bills as submitted  
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ROLL CALL: Kennedy, Aye; McEvers, Aye; Reid, Aye; Edinger, Aye; Hassell, Aye; 
Goodlander, Aye.  Motion carried. 
 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
City Council 
CAR D’LANE SUCCESSFUL Councilman Reid said that Car d’Lane was a great success and the 
team that organized Public Safety did a great job.  She also thanked all the citizens who attended. 
She commented that this was a great kickoff to summer. Councilman Edinger also wanted to thank 
the Street Department as they did an excellent job on this event with delivering barricades and 
sweeping, and will also be very busy with Ironman this coming week.  
 
SKATE PARK NEEDS Councilman McEvers showed a quick video he made while he was 
helping work on the reconstruction at the Skate Park. He personally thanked Jeff  Thomas, Chase 
Turner, Cody Grimit, Alex Graves, Matt Smith, Eric Nelson from Pyramid Skate Shop, and Debbie  
Miles from Coldwell Banker for all their hard work to rebuild the half pipe. He was surprised at 
how many youth from out of the area are using the Skate Park. He suggested that the City form an 
Ad-Hoc Committee to address Skate Park needs. The Park is 12-13 years old. He also commented 
that the exhibition bikers who do individual freestyle stunts are different than the BMX bikers and 
there needs to be some provisions for them as well. There were rumors that skate park was going 
away. Goodlander added that space has been set aside for skateboarders but not many dollars for 
equipment, and the Skate Park is heavily used. She also explained that in the Parks Master Plan 
there is the possibility of changing the location of the Skate Park, but no plans to eliminate it. She 
suggested that perhaps local service clubs might be contacted for help with donations for 
improvements.  
 
Motion by Edinger, second by Kennedy, to move the request for review of needs to the Park and 
Recreation Commission, with input from local users. Motion carried, with none opposed.  
]  
AIC EXCELLENCE AWARD Councilman Hassell reported on the Association of Idaho Cities 
that he recently attended in Lewiston. He presented Mayor Bloem with a plaque for Award of 
Excellence for the Street Department’s “Name the Storms” theme contest with local schools to help 
get students involved. 
 
DOGS IN PARK AND BALL FIELDS Councilman Reid discussed the problem and complaints 
she is regularly receiving of dogs running in City Parks and on City ball fields, even though they 
are signed “No Dogs Allowed”.  Dogs must be leashed in public and are not allowed in some 
public areas, and excrement must be picked up. There are City ordinances prohibiting this type of 
activity and pet owners must obey the signs and keep their animals under control, and citizens must 
help enforce. Edinger commented on a recent example at Tubbs Hill when people were told what 
the conditions were to have a dog on Tubs Hill, they did leash their dog and use the baggie they 
were given. Kennedy also commented that a dog park is being discussed, with support from the 
Animal Ad-hoc committee.  
 
 Mayor   
APPOINTMENTS – CDA TV COMMITTEE 
Motion by Reid, second by Hassell, to appoint Janet Feller as the School District representative and 
Kent Propst as the NIC Representative to the CDA TV Committee. Motion carried.  
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GENERAL SERVICES COMMITTEE 
Chairman Goodlander requested approval of an ordinance to amend current misdemeanor criminal 
violation consequences. The State has raised misdemeanor sentences to a maximum of $1000 fine 
and /or up to 180 days in jail Goodlander explained that a judge can impose any sentence up to the 
maximum. This will allow our Code to be consistent with Idaho Statutes, and amend all Municipal 
Code sections to match one another.  
 
Motion by Goodlander, second by McEvers, to approve the first reading of Council Bill No. 06-
1015 
 
ROLL CALL: Goodlander, Aye; Kennedy, Aye; McEvers, Aye; Reid, Aye; Edinger, 
Aye;Hassel,Aye; Motion carried. 
 
 
                                                 ORDINANCE NUMBER 3257 

                        COUNCIL BILL NO. 06-1015 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE CITY OF COEUR 
D’ALENE , KOOTENAI COUNTY, IDAHO AMENDING CITY CODE §1.28.010 (a) 
PROVIDING FOR THE MISDEMEANOR PENALTY ; AMENDING CITY CODE § 5.17.060, 
5.24.030(E), 5.24.030 (H), 5.28.220, 5.36.065, 5.44.130, 5.64.130, 5.68.140 (A) , 6.05.210 (C), 
6.05.220, 6.06.060 (A), 8.04.100, 8.08.060, 8.12.110 (B), 8.16.040, 8.25.050, 8.25.070, 8.36 .130 
(D), 8.40.050, 9.05.020, 9.25.040, 10.27.040 (C), 10.27.060, 10.36.020 (C), 10.40.050 (A), 
10.40.050 (C), 12.24.025, , 12.36.610, 15.24.095, 16.40.040, 17.08.955, 17.09.825; REPEALING 
ALL ORDINANCES AND PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; 
PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE ; PROVIDE FOR THE PUBLICATION OF A 
SUMMARY OF THIS ORDINANCE AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE HEREOF. 
:  
ROLL CALL: Goodlander, Aye; Kennedy, Aye; McEvers, Aye; Reid, Aye; Edinger, Aye; Hassell, 
Aye; Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Edinger, second by Goodlander, to suspend the rules and to adopt Council Bill No. 06-
1015 by its having had one reading by title only. 
 
ROLL CALL: Kennedy, Aye; McEvers, Aye; Reid, Aye, Edinger, Aye; Hassell, Aye; Goodlander, 
Aye; Motion carried.  
 

RESOLUTION 06-042 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF COEUR D’ALENE , KOOTENAI COUNTY , IDAHO 
AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT BY AND BETWEEN VARIOUS EMERGENCY 
RESPONSE AGENCIES FOR THE PURPOSE OF RECEIVING AND RENDERING 
MUTUAL AID ASSISTANCE DURING THE INITIAL; RESPONSE PHASE OF AN 
EMERGENCY. 
 
Fire Chief Gabriel gave the staff report explaining that the different cities and agencies have had 
various individual mutual agreements each negotiated individually for emergency response but this 
is the first time, there has been one agreement covering all agencies. The City is at the forefront in 
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developing this, and there will eventually be a state and intrastate agreement instead of all the 
individual agreements and negotiation. 
 
Motion by Goodlander, second by Hassell, to adopt resolution 06-042 
 
ROLL CALL:  Reid, Aye; Hassell, Aye; Edinger, Aye;  Goodlander, Aye; McEvers, Aye; 
Kennedy, Aye; Motion carried. 
 
 
 
 

RESOLUTION 06-043 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF COEUR D’ALENE , KOOTENAI COUNTY , IDAHO 
AUTHORIZING A LETTER OF AGREEMENT FOR MULTI-MEDIA SERVICES WITH 
JEFFREY D. CROWE 
Goodlander explained that the resolution would allow the City to enter into an agreement with 
Jeffrey Crowe of North Idaho College moving forward for further multi-media services.   
 
Motion by Goodlander, second by Kennedy, to adopt Resolution 06-043.  
 
Discussion: Kennedy stated that he has the highest regard for Mr. Crowe and his work at North 
Idaho College. He issued a thank you to David Hern, who has been responsible for a lot of the 
development so far of the television programming for the public channel.   
 
ROLL CALL: Edinger, Aye; McEvers, Aye; Reid, Aye; Hassell, Aye; Goodlander, Aye; Kennedy, 
Aye; Motion carried.  
 
 
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE:  
Chairman Reid requested Council for approval to negotiate an agreement to bring the 
Armstrong Park Water System into the City System, including provisions for funding 
improvements.  She reported that that the private water system has not functioned properly and 
the City has worked with the homeowners to come to an agreement whereby they will pay a 
monthly surcharge to pay for improvements that need to be made to make the system function 
properly along with the normal City water rates.  
 
Motion by Reid, second by Kennedy, to authorize staff to negotiate an agreement to bring the 
Armstrong Park Water System into the City Water System, including provisions for funding 
improvements.  
 
Discussion: Kennedy commented on the merits of the agreement and thanked Jim Markley, 
Mike Gridley, and Troy Tymesen on their efforts to finalize terms for agreement. He explained 
that this is the reason the City no longer allows private water systems within the City. 
Goodlander remarked that Markley has worked very hard with the homeowners who are now 
supportive of the agreement. Edinger stated that he was initially against the adoption of the 
system as he felt it was unfair to the other citizens to have to pay for improvements that affect a 
small group of people who are on a bad private water system. Now that the affected 
homeowners have stepped forward to pay for the necessary improvements, he is supporting the 
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agreement. Hassell agreed that he was initially against the adoption of the Armstrong Water 
System as well for the same reason. Homeowners have now agreed to pay a surcharge for the 
next 20 years to bring the system up to standard. Reid further explained that if the 
improvements are paid for before the twenty years have passed, the surcharge will then expire. 
The revenue income is governed by growth. Reid complemented Markley in the excellent job 
he has done as estimating future costs that might be incurred.    
  
 All voted in favor. Motion carried.  
 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Blackwell Island Annexation 
On June 6th the City Council made a motion to table the Blackwell Island Annexation 
Agreement with Hagadone Hospitality Inc to a date certain being the next Council meeting of 
June 20th.  
 
Motion by Reid, second by Goodlander, to table this item to the next meeting, which is July 
5th. 
 
Discussion: Edinger remarked that he feels the City Attorneys and Finance Director should be 
present at the meeting. Mike Gridley and Warren Wilson will be unable to attend July 5th.  
 
Edinger moved to amend the motion to table the agreement to the July 18th meeting. Kennedy 
seconded the amended motion.  
 
Discussion: Kennedy asked Gridley if this was enough time. Gridley answered that the 
problem has been vacations and other commitments. He stated that the agreement is still at 
square one. 
This time frame will allow the City and the applicant time to discuss the issues.  
 
The amended motion carried with Reid voting opposed. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
PUBLIC HEARING – V-06-1 VACATION OF UTILITY EASEMENT IN LOT A, 
CROWN ADDITION AND LOT 2, BLOCK 1, EASTON ADDITION 
 
Mayor Bloem read the rules of order for this public hearing.  No councilman declared a 
conflict of interest.  Gordon Dobler, City Engineer, gave the staff report. The applicant’s name 
is Bill Thompson.  The property involved is on Crown Avenue. The property has been 
replatted four times. The property contains an old utility easement that was dedicated in the 
1970’s and has never been used. Buildings have been constructed over the easement. The 
City’s utilities are all located in the right of way. Mr. Thompson is requesting a vacation of the 
easement. There is no financial impact to the City.  
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When questioned, Mr. Dobler reported that the city doesn’t vacate utility easements unless 
asked.  
  
33 notices were sent on June 05, 2006 with 6 responses: 5 in favor, 1 neutral 
 
Public Comments: None    
                        
Motion by Goodlander, second by Reid, to approve the request to vacate the utility easement in 
Lot A, Crown Addition, and Lot 2, Block 1, Easton Addition and direct staff to prepare the 
necessary ordinance.  
 
ROLL CALL:  Hassell, Aye, Goodlander, Aye; Kennedy, Aye; McEvers, Aye; Reid, Aye; 
Edinger, Aye;  Motion carried.  
 
 
 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING – A-3-06 ANNEXATION/ZONING FOR A 21.5 ACRE PARCEL 
LOCATED BETWEEN WOODSIDE PARK AND MILL RIVER SUBDIVISIONS 
 
Associate Planner, John Stamsos gave the applicants name as Charter Builders. Mr. Stamsos 
continued by presenting the staff analyses for zoning, Comprehensive Plan, utilities, 
streets/traffic, and storm water. The applicant is requesting a zone change to C-17 in 
conjunction with annexation into the City from the County.  
 
On May 09, 2006, the Planning Commission recommended approval of the zone change by a 
Vote of 3 to 0.  
 
A total of 9 notices were mailed on June 02, 2006 with a total of 1 response received. 
The response is 0 in favor, 1 opposed, and    0    neutral. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: Mayor Bloem called for public comments. 
Scott Whitesitt, 6194 West Sturgeon Road, Rathdrum spoke on behalf of the applicant. He 
explained that the zoning is compatible with the surrounding area, and they plan a mixed use 
project that will enhance the area.     
 
Motion by Reid, second by Edinger, to approve the annexation and zoning of 21.5 acres 
located between Woodside Park and Mill River subdivisions, to adopt the Findings and Order 
of the Planning Commission and to direct staff to negotiate an annexation agreement.  
 
Discussion: 
 
ROLL CALL: Kennedy, Aye; Goodlander, Aye; McEvers, A\ye, Reid, Aye; Edinger, Aye; 
Hassell, Aye; Motion carried.  
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PUBLIC HEARING – ZONE CHANGE AT 657 EAST BEST AVENUE ADJACENT TO 
ALPINE ANIMAL CLINIC  
 
John Stamsos, City Planner gave the staff report. The applicant is James M. Duchow, who is 
requesting rezoning of a small area totaling 2000 square feet which is to the west of his 
business, Alpine Animal Clinic.  The adjacent property to the west is zoned residential with 
single family, and apartments. The small affected area is zoned R-12. Haycraft recently 
replatted and Lot 3 overlaps in this small section. It is located in a transition area. The land is 
currently being used as non-conforming parking lot.  On May 9, 2006, the Planning 
Commission approved the rezoning to C-17 with one condition – the applicant must obtain a 
site development permit to ensure compliance with parking lot requirements in the City. This 
condition is applied because in several instances in the City, where property has been allowed 
to be rezoned, the property has not been brought up to required standards.    
 
 47 notices were mailed on June 02, 2006 with 3 responses received, 3 in favor, 0 opposed, and 
0 neutral.  
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:  
James Duchow, 875 Victorian Drive, Applicant  reported that next spring he wants to add to 
west side of his veterinarian building which will require him to move his dumpster to the 
rezoned property.  He is concerned that will be required to pave the property now, and then 
next spring, tear up the paving. He is requesting that the paving condition be waived.  When 
questioned as to what exactly he is planning to do, he is not certain. When asked if he is 
planning to continue to use the property for parking, he answered that it is not used for public 
parking, but is used by his employees. He stated that he would be willing to place a “no 
parking” sign on the property. When asked if he plans to expand his building within next two 
years, he replied the he plans to make changes next spring, but it could be fall.  Stamsos was 
asked if the request was granted, could it be done with a condition that if the expansion did not 
occur could the City make him bring the parking lot into compliance. Stamsos reported that the 
Council could amend the condition with a certain date, for example two years, that if the clinic 
did not expand within two years, Duchow would have to pave the area. Duchow explained that 
he does not want to pave until he knows exactly what he wants to do with this area.  If he 
expands he may have to add more parking and this area may become a street entrance. He then 
asked that if he could he have a condition that as long as it is not public parking, could he 
refrain from paving it. Stamsos replied that any parking is required to be paved, not just public 
parking. The Council also reiterated that if the Council gives him two years to make decision 
on how to use property, it may not be used for any parking. Duchow responded that he is 
willing to place no parking signs and eliminate his employees from parking there. 
 
Motion by Reid, second by Edinger, to approve the requested zone change at 657 East Best 
Avenue with the condition that the applicant must obtain a site development permit within two 
years to ensure compliance with parking ordinance design standards, landscaping and storm 
water swale requirements to be approved by the City and required improvements constructed, 
with the property to be posted “No Parking” until the conditions are met.     
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ROLL CALL: Edinger, Aye; Goodlander, Aye; Hassell, Aye; Kennedy, Aye; McEvers, Aye; 
Reid, Aye; Motion carried.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
    
Motion by Goodlander , second by McEvers, to enter into Executive Session as provided by 
Idaho Code 67-2345:  Subsection A: To consider hiring a public officer, employee, staff 
member, or individual agent; Subsection B: To consider the evaluation, dismissal or 
disciplining of, or to hear complaints or charges brought against, a public officer, employee, 
staff member or individual agent; Subsection C: To conduct deliberations concerning labor 
negotiations or to acquire an interest in real property not owned by a public agency; and 
Subsection F: To consider and advise its legal representatives in pending litigation or where 
there is a general public awareness or probable litigation.  
 
ROLL CALL: Kennedy, Aye; McEvers, Aye; Reid, Aye; Edinger, Aye; Hassell, Aye; 
Goodlander, Aye;  Motion carried. 
 
The session began at 7:35 p.m. Members present were the Mayor, City Council, City 
Administrator, and City Attorney.  
 
No action was taken and the Council returned to regular session at 9:10 p.m.   
 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
Motion by Edinger, second by Hassell, that there being no further business, this meeting is 
adjourned.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m.    
           
 
                                                     ________________________________ 
                                                        Sandi Bloem, Mayor  
ATTEST: 
 
_________________________ 
Susan Weathers, City Clerk  



 

[Resolution No. 06-044:  Page 1 of 2]   

RESOLUTION NO. 06-044 
 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF COEUR D'ALENE, KOOTENAI COUNTY, IDAHO 
AUTHORIZING THE BELOW MENTIONED CONTRACTS AND OTHER ACTIONS OF 
THE CITY OF COEUR D’ALENE INCLUDING AUTHORIZATION TO RELEASE OPTION 
TO PURCHASE RIGHT-OF-WAY, FROM FAIRFIELD INN; S-6-05 ACCEPTANCE OF 
IMPROVEMENTS AND MAINTENANCE/WARRANTY AGREEMENT FOR COEUR 
D’ALENE PLACE 15TH ADDITION; AND SS-6-06 FINAL PLAT APPROVAL AND 
ACCEPTANCE OF IMPROVEMENTS AND MAINTENANCE/WARRANTY AGREEMENT 
FOR THE CONDOS AT MILL RIVER . 
         

WHEREAS, it has been recommended that the City of Coeur d’Alene enter into the 
contract(s), agreement(s) or other actions listed below pursuant to the terms and conditions set 
forth in the contract(s), agreement(s) and other action(s) documents listed below  and by 
reference made a part hereof as summarized as follows: 

 
1) Authorization to reimburse Post Falls Highway District for installation of water 

main; 
 
2) Authorization to release option to purchase right-of-way, from Fairfield Inn; 
 
3) S-6-05—Acceptance of improvements and maintenance/warranty agreement, for 

Coeur d’Alene Place 15th Addition (Exhibit 1);  
 
4) SS-6-06—Final plat approval and acceptance of improvements and 

maintenance/warranty agreement, for The Condos at Mill River, (Exhibit 2); 
 

AND; 
 
WHEREAS, it is deemed to be in the best interests of the City of Coeur d'Alene and the 

citizens thereof to enter into such agreements or other actions; NOW, THEREFORE, 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Coeur d'Alene that the 
City enter into agreements or other actions for the subject matter, as set forth herein and in 
substantially the form attached hereto as Exhibits "1 and 2" and incorporated herein by reference 
with the provision that the Mayor, City Administrator, and City Attorney are hereby authorized 
to modify said agreements or other actions so long as the substantive provisions of the 
agreements or other actions remain intact. 
 



 

[Resolution No. 06-044:  Page 2 of 2]   

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and City Clerk be and they are hereby 
authorized to execute such agreements or other actions on behalf of the City. 
 

 
 
 
 
DATED this 5th day of July, 2006.   

 
 
 
                                        
                                   Sandi Bloem, Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST 
 
 
 
      
Susan K. Weathers, City Clerk 
 
 
 
     Motion by _______________, Seconded by _______________, to adopt the foregoing 
resolution.   
 
     ROLL CALL: 
 
 

COUNCIL MEMBER REID   Voted _____ 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER GOODLANDER Voted _____ 

 
COUNCIL MEMBER MCEVERS  Voted _____ 

 
COUNCIL MEMBER HASSELL  Voted _____ 

 
COUNCIL MEMBER KENNEDY  Voted _____ 

 
COUNCIL MEMBER EDINGER  Voted _____ 

 
_________________________ was absent.  Motion ____________. 





























 PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 
 STAFF REPORT 
 
DATE:  July 26, 2006 
FROM:  Gordon Dobler, City Engineer 
SUBJECT:  RESERVED PARKING FOR COURTHOUSE 
 
DECISION POINT:   
Staff is requesting Council consideration of options for establishing a reserved parking area to be 
designated for law enforcement adjacent to the County Courthouse.     
 
HISTORY: 
For some time, on the south side of Garden Avenue, adjacent to the Courthouse there existed  a 
no parking zone with signage stating “Law Enforcement Only.”  Recently, a motorist that was 
cited for parking in this area challenged their parking ticket and prevailed on the basis that this 
special designated zone was never officially established.   It is unclear whether the city of the 
county installed the signage.   
The County has requested that the signage be re-installed.  Staff has discussed the options that 
would provide the same parking access for law enforcement.  The options are discussed below. 
 
FINANCIAL ANALYSIS: 
There is no significant financial impact with either option.   

 
PERFORMANCE ANALYSIS: 
Our Police Department and Kootenai County (Commissioner Currie) strongly support the need 
to reserve parking for law enforcement in close proximity to the Court house.  Staff has worked 
with the County to evaluate 3 options:  1) Not having any designated law enforcement parking 
area, 2) designated parking on Garden Avenue adjacent to the Courthouse, and 3) establishing 
reserved parking for law enforcement inside the County’s lot on Garden Avenue, across the 
street from the Courthouse.  The County would prefer option 2, however staff recommends 
option 3 because of the non-standard nature of the signage and the close proximity to the existing 
parking lot. 
 
DECISION POINT/RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff is requesting Council direction and approval on options for reserved parking for law 
enforcement officers at the County Courthouse.  
 



ss1005cc 

CITY COUNCIL 
STAFF REPORT 

 
 
DATE:  July 5, 2006 
FROM:  Christopher H. Bates, Project Manager 
SUBJECT:        Stiner Addition, Final Plat Approval  

 
 
DECISION POINT 
 
Staff is requesting the following: 
 

1. City Council approval of the final plat of the Stiner Addition, a two (2) lot residential development.    
 

HISTORY 
 

Applicant:  Robert S. Powers     
1353 E. Lancaster Road   
Hayden, ID 83835    

 
Location:  North side of Stiner Avenue between 15th and 17th Sts. 

 
Previous Action: 
 

1. Preliminary plat approval by the CdA Planning Commission, June 2005. 
 

FINANCIAL ANALYSIS 
 
There are no agreements, bonds or financial items related to this plat approval.  
 
PERFORMANCE ANALYSIS 
 
All site development issues and conditions were previously addressed.  
 
QUALITYOF LIFE ANALYSIS 
 
Final plat approval will allow the developer to proceed with the sale of individual lots.    
 
DECISION POINT RECOMMENDATION 
 

1. Approve the final plat of the Stiner Addition.    
 

 
 
 





bwd7cc 

CITY COUNCIL 
STAFF REPORT 

 
 
DATE:  July 5, 2006 
FROM:  Christopher H. Bates, Project Manager 
SUBJECT:        Bentwood Park 7th Addition, Final Plat Approval  

 
 
DECISION POINT 
 
Staff is requesting the following: 
 

1. City Council approval of the final plat of the Bentwood Park 7th Addition, a four (4) lot residential 
development.    
 

HISTORY 
 

Applicant:  Bentwood Park, LLC     
PO Box 2288   
Coeur d’Alene, ID 83816    

 
Location:  Between Huntley Avenue & Shadduck Lane, east of 15th St. 

 
Previous Action: 
 

1. Preliminary plat approval by the CdA Planning Commission, October 2005. 
 

FINANCIAL ANALYSIS 
 
There are no agreements, bonds or financial items related to this plat approval.  
 
PERFORMANCE ANALYSIS 
 
All site development issues and conditions were previously addressed.  
 
QUALITYOF LIFE ANALYSIS 
 
Final plat approval will allow the developer to proceed with the sale of individual lots.    
 
DECISION POINT RECOMMENDATION 
 

1. Approve the final plat of the Bentwood park 7th Addition.     
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CITY COUNCIL 
STAFF REPORT 

 
 
DATE:  July 5, 2006 
FROM:  Christopher H. Bates, Project Manager 
SUBJECT:        Coeur d’Alene Homes 1st Addition, Final Plat Approval  

 
 
DECISION POINT 
 
Staff is requesting the following: 
 

1. City Council approval of the final plat of the Coeur d’Alene Homes 1st Addition, a two (2) lot 
commercial development.    
 

HISTORY 
 

Applicant:  Coeur d’Alene Homes, Inc.      
Heritage Place, Inc. 
704 W. Walnut Ave.   
Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814    

 
Location:  West side of Lincoln Way, south of US Hwy. 95. 

 
Previous Action: 
 

1. Preliminary plat approval by the CdA Planning Commission, March 2006. 
 

FINANCIAL ANALYSIS 
 
There are no agreements, bonds or financial items related to this plat approval.  
 
PERFORMANCE ANALYSIS 
 
All site development issues and conditions were previously addressed.  
 
QUALITYOF LIFE ANALYSIS 
 
Final plat approval will allow the developer to maximize the use of the subject property.    
 
DECISION POINT RECOMMENDATION 
 

1. Approve the final plat of the Coeur d’Alene Homes 1st Addition.    
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COUNCIL BILL NO. 06-1017 
ORDINANCE NO. _____ 

 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COEUR D'ALENE, VACATING  PORTIONS OF 

UNUSED UTILITY EASEMENTS FROM THE COEUR ADDITION AND THE COEUR FIRST 
ADDITION, RECORDED IN BOOK “E” OF PLATS, PAGE 104, AND BOOK “E” OF PLATS, 
PAGE 197, RESPECTIVELY, AND, KOOTENAI COUNTY RECORDED INSTRUMENT 
#599428, RECORDS OF KOOTENAI COUNTY, COEUR D'ALENE, KOOTENAI COUNTY, 
IDAHO; ALL IN THE SOUTHEAST QUARTER OF SECTION 35, TOWNSHIP 51 NORTH, 
RANGE 4 WEST, BOISE MERIDIAN, CITY OF COEUR D’ALENE, KOOTENAI COUNTY, 
IDAHO, LYING WITHIN LOT “A”,  BLOCK 1 OF THE PLAT OF CROWN ADDITION, 
RECORDED IN BOOK “J” OF PLATS, PAGE 228, RECORDS OF KOOTENAI COUNTY, 
IDAHO, AND, LOT 2, BLOCK 1, EATON ADDITION, RECORDED IN BOOK “J” OF PLATS, 
PAGE 25, RECORDS OF KOOTENAI COUNTY, IDAHO, REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES 
AND PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY 
CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING FOR THE PUBLICATION OF A SUMMARY OF THIS 
ORDINANCE AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE HEREOF. 
 

WHEREAS, after public hearing, the City Council finds it to be in the best interests of the 
City of Coeur d'Alene and the citizens thereof that said utility easements be vacated; NOW, 
THEREFORE, 
 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Coeur d'Alene: 
 
SECTION 1.  That the following described property, to wit: 
 

    
The northerly 5.0 feet, and, westerly 2.5 feet of former Lot 5, Block 2 of said Coeur 
Addition; the northerly 2.5 feet and westerly 5.0 feet of former Lot 6, Block 2, of 
said Coeur Addition; the northerly and easterly 2.5 feet of former lot 7, Block 2 of 
said Coeur First Addition; and, the westerly and southerly 2.5 feet of former lot 8, 
Block 2 of said Coeur First Addition.  

 
be and the same is hereby vacated.   
 
SECTION 2.  That said vacated easements shall revert to the underlying property owners.  
 
SECTION 3.  That the existing rights-of-way, easements, and franchise rights of any lot 
owners, public utility, or the City of Coeur d’Alene shall not be impaired by this vacation, as 
provided by law, and that the adjoining property owners shall in no manner pave or place any 
obstruction over any public utilities. 
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SECTION 4.   All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict with this ordinance are 
hereby repealed. 
 
 
SECTION 5.   After its passage and adoption, a summary of this Ordinance, under the 
provisions of the Idaho Code, shall be published once in the official newspaper of the City of 
Coeur d'Alene, and upon such publication shall be in full force and effect.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPROVED by the Mayor this 5th day of July, 2006. 
 
 
 
 

____________________________ 
Sandi Bloem, Mayor 

 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Susan K. Weathers, City Clerk 
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SUMMARY OF COEUR D'ALENE ORDINANCE NO. ______ 
V-06-1 RIGHT-OF-WAY VACATION 

 
 The City of Coeur d'Alene, Idaho hereby gives notice of the adoption of Coeur d'Alene 
Ordinance No. ______, vacating undeveloped utility easements from the Coeur Addition and the   
Coeur First Addition, Recorded in Book “E” of Plats, Page 104, and Book “E” of Plats, Page 197, 
respectively, and, Kootenai County recorded Instrument #599428, Records of Kootenai County, Coeur 
d’Alene, Kootenai County, Idaho, all in the Southeast Quarter of Section 35, Township 51 North, Range 
4 West, Boise Meridian, City of Coeur d’Alene, Kootenai County, Idaho, lying within Lot “A”,  Block 1 
of the plat of Crown Addition, recorded in Book “J” of Plats, Page 228, records of Kootenai County, 
Idaho, and, Lot 2, Block 1, Eaton Addition, recorded in Book “J” of Plats, Page 25, records of Kootenai 
County, Idaho. 
 
 Such easements are more particularly described as follows: 
 

The northerly 5.0 feet, and, westerly 2.5 feet of former Lot 5, Block 2 of said Coeur 
Addition; the northerly 2.5 feet and westerly 5.0 feet of former Lot 6, Block 2, of 
said Coeur Addition; the northerly and easterly 2.5 feet of former lot 7, Block 2 of 
said Coeur First Addition; and, the westerly and southerly 2.5 feet of former lot 8, 
Block 2 of said Coeur First Addition.  

 
 
 The ordinance further provides that the ordinance shall be effective upon publication of 
this summary.  The full text of the summarized Ordinance No. ______ is available at Coeur 
d'Alene City Hall, 710 Mullan Avenue, Coeur d'Alene, Idaho 83814 in the office of the City 
Clerk. 
 
 
 
             
       Susan K. Weathers, City Clerk 
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STATEMENT OF LEGAL ADVISOR 
 
      I, Warren J. Wilson, am a Deputy City Attorney for the City of Coeur d'Alene, Idaho.  I 
have examined the attached summary of Coeur d'Alene Ordinance No. ______, V-06-1 RIGHT-
OF-WAY VACATION , and find it to be a true and complete summary of said ordinance which 
provides adequate notice to the public of the context thereof.  
 
     DATED this 5th day of July, 2006. 
 
 
                                          
                                   Warren J. Wilson, Deputy City Attorney 
 
 



PUBLIC HEARINGS 



Date:  July 5, 2006 
 
To:  City Council 
 
From:  David Yadon, Planning Director 
 
Subject: Item O-6-05 Amendment to Zoning Code – Downtown Development 

Regulations (Downtown Core Zone). Regulations  
 
Decision Point 
The City Council is asked to consider amendments to the C-34 Zoning district that would 
establish new development standards. 
 
History 
In April 2005 the City Council directed that a study of downtown height regulations be 
initiated as soon as possible. In May 2005, the Lake City Development Corporation 
(LCDC) agreed to partner with the city and extended an existing contract with Mark 
Hinshaw of LMN Architects to conduct the study. 
 
With the assistance of an eleven member steering committee made up of business and 
citizen representatives, Mr. Hinshaw developed a proposal for the Planning 
Commission’s consideration. After workshops and public hearings the Planning 
Commission recommends the attached regulations. 
 
The amendments address the following areas of the C-34 Zoning District: 

• Changing the name of the District,  
• Expanding the district to include the property now included within the Downtown 

Design Overlay District ( See Map); 
• Adopt an Application and Intent statement;  
• Amending the Permitted Uses;  
• Establishing Basic Development Standards including Floor Area Ratios and 

Bonus Features Allowing Increased Floor Area Ratio, Maximum Building Height, 
Building Bulk and Parking Ratios.   

In addition, section 17.44.570, the defined legal description of the Central Business 
District, would be deleted. 



 
Performance Analysis 
The proposed amendment is consistent with Comprehensive Plan policies including 6A, 
38, 42A1, 52 B, 58A, 63D. 
 
Quality of Life Analysis 
The amendment will provide a set of regulations designed to create a distinct, strong 
identity for the downtown core, preserving a civic heart for Coeur d’Alene. 
. 
 
Decision Point Recommendation 
The City Council is asked to consider amendments to the C-34 Zoning district that would 
establish new development standards. 
 



PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES:  April 19, 2006 PAGE 1 

 
 PLANNING COMMISSION 

MINUTES 
 APRIL 19, 2006  
 CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 
 
 
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT   STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT
John Bruning, Chairman    Dave Yadon, Planning Director 
Heather Bowlby     Shana Stuhlmiller, Public Hearing Assistant 
Brad Jordan     Warren Wilson, Deputy City Attorney   
Tom Messina      
Scott Rasor 
Mary Souza 
Tiffany Tenty, (Student Representative) 
 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT
 
 
CALL TO ORDER  
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Bruning at 6:00 p.m.  
 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 
 
1. Applicant: City of Coeur d’Alene  
 Request: Downtown Development Regulations 
   LEGISLATIVE (0-6-05)   
  
Planning Director Yadon presented the staff report, gave the mailing tally as, 0 in favor, 4 opposed, and 2 
neutral and answered questions from the Commission.  
 
Mark Hinshaw, LMN Architects, Consultant for the City, explained an overview of the regulations to be 
reviewed. He commented that the City is now emerging with very strong economic trends and people want 
to live downtown. He added now that the word is out, it is time for the City to acquire the tools to move 
forward into the 21st century. He explained the updated draft regulations to the Commission and than 
asked if the Commission had any questions. 
 
Public testimony open: 
 
Keith Thorhaug, 1025 Lakeside Avenue, Coeur d’Alene commented that he feels the views and vistas will 
be destroyed if these regulations are approved.  He continued that people move here for the charm and 
beauty of the area, and not to be concerned with a high rise building blocking the views. He commented 
that he feels that it is too quick to make a decision on these regulations and should be denied. 
 
Rick Seward, 1315 N. Hill Drive, Coeur d’Alene commented that he represents the Masonic Lodge and 
questioned how the taxes will affect the lodge if these regulations are approved.  He inquired if the City 
has a process for inclusion of this property if these regulations are approved. 
 
Planning Director Yadon commented that he would be happy to meet with Mr. Seward and discuss any 
questions he has pertaining to the inclusion process for this property.   
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John Barlow, 3403 Fernan Hill Road, Coeur d’Alene, commented that he has spent a lot of time reviewing 
these regulations and how they will impact their future projects in the City.  He explained that the setback 
restrictions are so extreme that they would be useless to help promote needed parking in the City, which 
would discourage growth downtown.  He explained that the FAR (Floor Area Ratio) is to low and would 
suggest that it be adjusted higher. He feels that bonuses given for extra square footage are unfair, and 
commented as an example, that the resort would like to add additional rooms but the cost would be higher 
if these regulations were approved. He concurs with previous testimony that more discussion is needed 
before a final decision is made. 
 
Commissioner Rasor inquired if these changes were made as requested to these regulations would they 
be acceptable. 
 
Mr. Barlow commented that some changes will work for some and not others.  He added that the language 
for these regulations is too broad and should be narrowed so that they make sense.  He also questioned 
how much authority will be given to the Planning Director to make decisions on what is allowed and what 
is not. He commented that these regulations greatly help residential but does not see it benefit 
commercial.  
 
Peter Cooper, 1671 E. Miles Avenue, Hayden, commented that he is in favor of these regulations that will 
allow buildings to be designed on an individual basis. He feels that their is a desire to place vegetation on 
the side of a building that will help soften the architecture, promote extra oxygen and will help absorb heat 
to the building. He commented that 220 feet is a comfortable height and that by promoting the use of bay 
windows and balconies will create a pleasing façade to future buildings. 
 
Gary Banbury, Representative for Coeur d’Alene Mines, 505 Front Avenue, Coeur d’Alene, commented 
that they do not support these regulations and feels that these will limit there ability for any future growth 
intended in the future. He added that Coeur d’ Alene Mines has been in the City for over 20 years and 
feels that if these are approved the business will suffer because to strict limitations.   
 
John Beutler, 1836 North West Boulevard, Coeur d’Alene, commented that the City spent a lot of money 
on the Walker Macy report which supported growth downtown, and feels that approving these regulations 
goes against the goals stated in that report. He added that he understands the need to want to keep things 
the same but the Commission should keep the promise to future business owners not to stifle growth and 
provide tools that will keep growth downtown.  He added that this will not happen if these regulations are 
approved. He suggested that the Planning Commission to not approve these regulations and feels more 
discussion is needed before a decision is made.  
 
Commissioner Souza questioned if Mr. Beutler could suggest any alterations that could be made to these 
regulations that would make him feel comfortable and approve. 
 
Mr. Beutler commented that by limiting restrictions to the parking site will hurt growth because people will 
not come downtown if there is not enough parking.  He commented that he does not understand why 
people are panicked over tall buildings that he feels as a developer will not happen.  He added that if you 
want the City to continue to grow, do not approve these regulations.  
 
Commissioner Messina questioned if restricting the height limit to 220 if this will hurt growth in the City. 
 
Mr. Beutler answered that the current zoning already sets the limit for height and that has been working 
fine. He added that he feels that there are few buildings that can be built to the height of 220 feet.  He 
added that he is currently building a new commercial building on his existing lot which is not downtown 
and how the costs are outrageous and feels that to promote growth downtown you have to give people a 
break. 
 
Commissioner Rasor commented if Mr. Beutler would agree that the FAR has some validity allowing more 
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density when available. 
 
Mr. Beutler concurs but the trade-off is if the building is reduced by width that would make it impossible to 
design a building that would be functional.  He commented that these guidelines are too restrictive. 
 
Robert Provost, 118 N. 7th Street, Coeur d’Alene, commented that he is in favor of these regulations and 
explained how the FAR was instrumental to help acquire the needed density for his building. He 
commented that he feels that a decision needs to be made quickly either way so developers can start 
planning for future projects in the City.  
 
Janet Robnett, 701 Front Avenue, Coeur d’Alene, commented that she has been involved in many land 
use issues within the City and been a downtown business owner for many years.  She continued that their 
should not be a discrimination in the FAR ratios for residential and commercial and feels height and bulk 
should be more defined.  She concurs with previous testimony that their needs to be additional discussion 
before these regulations are approved.  She then stated the following that she feels needs to be 
addressed:  1. Industrial uses should not be eliminated and feels that there is a need for this type of use 
downtown. 2.  The FAR should be enlarged to include Commercial and Residential and feels that when 
the FAR’s are calculated will determine the height of the building.  
 
Tom Anderson, 814 Coeur d’Alene Avenue, Coeur d’Alene, commented that he went to various 
neighborhoods in the City and took a poll on how people felt about buildings being built in downtown that 
could reach 220 feet.  He presented a copy of a petition to the Commission with over 100 signatures of 
people who were opposed to these regulations.  He added that some of the concerns from those polled 
were that tall buildings are out of character for downtown, noise congestion, nighttime pollution, and that 
property values will be reduced and neighborhoods will deteriorate. 
 
Barb Crumpacker, 1015 Lakeside Avenue, Coeur d’Alene, commented that she is concerned how the 
impact of larger buildings will have to the existing sewer system and how the costs will impact residential 
owners.  She commented she is opposed to this request. 
 
Assistant Deputy Attorney Wilson commented that impact fees are already being collected from new 
growth to go for fees such as parks, police, streets, and Fire.  
 
John Motandon, 1010 Sherman Avenue, commented that he has been in business for 52 years and feels 
that putting so many restrictions for downtown will make opportunities go away.  He explained that the 
height from a one story building views are gone, and feels that this opposition does not make sense. He 
added that he had a buyer for a property he owns on Sherman Avenue, and that the people who were 
going to buy the building, pulled there offer after hearing about these restrictions being proposed. He 
stressed that the Commission needs to slow down on the adoption of these regulations. 
 
Tom Nelson, 8568 W. Meadow Brook Court, Coeur d’Alene, commented that he is opposed for several 
reasons such as people who live here will be paying for the costs of these facilities, and that there should 
be a moratorium passed to accrue the extra costs.  He added that they owned a building on Sherman 
Avenue and how the LID costs were so high they had to get rid of it.  
 
R.G. Nelson, 2233 Northwest Boulevard, Coeur d’Alene, commented that he is a local architect in town 
and has spent a lot of time reviewing these regulations and found that they do not work.  He presented to 
the Commission a letter and drawing showing a design of a building using these calculations and found 
that they do not work.  
 
Commissioner Souza questioned if the validity to use the FAR ratios to help increase the amount of units 
is a positive as opposed to the old regulations. She commented that she feels that there are many 
incentives when using these new calculations to help increase the amount of space for smaller units. 
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Mr. Nelson commented that the FAR ratios were not a concern and found that it is impossible to meet the 
requirements of parking by code, impossible for access using a 15’ alley, and impossible in pursuit for 
economy of structural systems. This is going to hurt and added that 8’ feet will not work for people who live 
in this area who drive large vehicles and feels that people living in Seattle can get away with this, but not 
in our area. He added that he feels parking issues drives what you type of building you can have.  He 
added that a developer is not going to design a building with no parking and commented that this is 
unacceptable. 
 
Susie Snedaker, 821 Hastings, Coeur d’Alene, commented that she concurs with Mr. Nelsons comments 
regarding parking and added as an example, that the building proposed by Miller Stauffer that they had to 
acquire an additional lot for parking. She continued that she is concerned with the amount of people 
moving to the City, and how a need for a public transit system should be implemented so people can get 
around the City. She concurs with previous testimony that the bonus features should be eliminated and 
questioned why schools are not included with the current impact fees.   She commented that she feels the 
downtown is for sale. She commented that antennas located on the roof should be no more than fifteen 
feet above the roof top and that should not be limited to antennas but should include everything. She 
commented that skywalks are important and was not included in these regulations and feels that they 
should not be allowed. She continued that she is dismayed that Design Guidelines were not part of these 
regulations.  
 
Commissioner Souza questioned if the current design guidelines would apply to these regulations. 
 
Commissioner Messina answered that there are limitations to what is looked at in the Design Guidelines. 
 
Dennis Cunningham, 8158 N. Stonehaven Drive, Coeur d’Alene commented that he feels that he was 
fortunate to have attended past discussions that included representation of many different business 
people to discuss these regulations.  He added that this is a challenge, and commended the people who 
have to make this decision on these regulations.   He commented that he recently tested these regulations 
on a current project he has been working on and found they work.  He noted that he found that the FAR 
calculations were not a problem but helped with how creative when designing the building. He added that 
this is a great product and feels that you can not make everyone happy and feels that when this goes 
forward to Council to request that a decision be made soon for the implementation of these regulations. 
 
Dale Hickman, 5477 W. Heine Road, Coeur d’Alene, commented that he recently purchased a piece of 
property on Indiana Avenue, and found when using the FAR calculations limited his ability to design a 
building that was attractive and would not benefit a return on this investment.  He commented that he 
doubts that their will be a lot of high rises built in the City and feels that these regulations will limit the 
ability for Architects to be creative when designing buildings.  
 
Public testimony closed. 
 
Chairman Bruning commented that he would like to thank everyone for there comments and feels that the 
topic of height downtown is one of the most important topics that needs to be addressed now and not 
later.  
 
Commissioner Messina commented that he concurs that this draft needs some work and when a decision 
is made will not make everyone happy.  He added that he understands the importance for developers to 
have an answer as soon as possible and agrees this needs to be a priority.  
 
Commissioner Souza concurred that more work needs to be done on this document and feels that this is a 
“In progress douument” 
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Commissioner Jordan concurred that more work needs to be done and appreciates all of the public 
testimony heard tonight.  
 
 
Commissioner Bowlby commented that she concurs and explained the history of how the Commission felt 
of the possibility that a wall of buildings could be built along Front Avenue that would cause views and 
vistas to be lost.  She agrees that more time is needed to get this right but understands the urgency for 
this to be a priority so a decision can be made. She also stressed that transportation needs to be 
discussed and how important this is to keep the downtown vibrant and people coming into the City. 
 
Student Representative Tenty commented that she was confused and now after hearing testimony 
concurs that more discussion is needed before a final decision is made.  She added that she concurs that 
transportation is a problem and how important it is for people to have a way to get to the City. 
 
Commissioner Jordan inquired what is the next step in this process in order to get this completed. 
 
Planning Director Yadon answered that a date for a schedule a workshop.  
 
Commissioner Rasor inquired if staff knew of any pending projects that are waiting for a decision to be 
made in order to go forward.  
 
Planning Director Yadon stressed that the ability to design under the old is difficult given the uncertainty 
and feels that the Commission needs to make a decision soon so developers can plan their projects 
knowing what is expected.  
 
Commissioner Jordan commented that he is sympathetic for the developers who have designs pending 
waiting for an answer.  He added that he feels this should be a high priority and a decision made. 
 
Commissioner Messina commented that he is aware that next month is a full schedule with meetings and 
is willing to bite the bullet to get it done. 
 
Commissioner Bowlby commented that they have had a lot of testimony tonight and would like to have an 
open door to the public at the workshop for more input to help with a decision. 
 
Planning Director Yadon stressed that it would be helpful for staff to have the Commission forward their 
questions to him so he can have a chance to discuss these changes with Mr. Hinshaw before the 
workshop. 
 
The Commission concurred and set a date for a workshop to be scheduled on Tuesday, April 25th at 5:00 
p.m. in the City Council Chambers. 
 
Motion by Rasor, Seconded by Souza, to continue Item 0-6-05 to a special meeting for the Planning 
Commission on Tuesday, May 15th, 2006 starting at 6:00 p.m.  Motion approved. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT:
 
Motion by Rasor, seconded by Messina, to adjourn the meeting. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 p.m.  Motion approved. 
 
Prepared by Shana Stuhlmiller, Public Hearing Assistant 
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 PLANNING COMMISSION 

MINUTES 
 MAY 15, 2006  
 CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 
 
 
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT   STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT
John Bruning, Chairman    Dave Yadon, Planning Director 
Heather Bowlby     Shana Stuhlmiller, Public Hearing Assistant 
Brad Jordan     Warren Wilson, Deputy City Attorney   
Tom Messina      
Scott Rasor 
Mary Souza 
 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT
Tiffany Tenty (Student Representative) 
 
CALL TO ORDER  
 
Chairman Bruning called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
1. Applicant: City of Coeur d’Alene  
 Request: Downtown Development Regulations 
   LEGISLATIVE (0-6-05)   

 
Planning Director Yadon presented a copy of the draft regulations to the Commission incorporating the 
changes from the workshop held on April 25, 2006.  He then asked if the Commission had any questions. 
 
Commissioner Souza noted changes on page seven under the heading Public Art and that the word “as” 
should be eliminated in that sentence, under structured parking that screened should be added, and that 
off site workforce added within the downtown area.  She also noted that under the heading Maximum 
Building Height item number two feels that this statement needs more clarification and that heliports 
should be included in these regulations and should not be allowed.  
 
Planning Director Yadon inquired if heliports are to be considered a principal or an accessory use.  He 
explained the two uses and feels that an accessory use would be the best choice that would allow 
helicopters to be used occasionally, rather than eliminating the use at all. 
 
Commissioner Jordan concurred to not eliminate the use of helicopters in the downtown and explained 
that people who live in these two million dollar condos occasionally may need to use a helicopter.   
 
 
Commissioner Souza commented that she feels that there is a need to be sensitive to people who use 
helicopters and does not to want to infringe on heliports. 
 
Commissioner Jordan commented that he feels that affordable housing needs to be available downtown 
and does not want to see local people driven out of living downtown because of not having affordable 
housing.   
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Planning Director Yadon noted that if jobs are created downtown, there should be affordable housing so 
that people working in the City will not have to drive 100 miles to work.  He noted that a five-minute walk is 
estimated to be 1,500 feet and that by providing affordable housing downtown will benefit people working 
in the City. 
 
Commissioner Souza concurred to keep people working in the City to be able to live downtown within 
walking distance of their jobs.  She noted that the workforce definition should be clarified to reflect the 
need to provide affordable housing downtown.  
 
Commissioner Bowlby suggested that I-90 would be a good dividing point for the boundary for affordable 
housing and commented that she has a neighbor who lives on Fernan Hill and walks to work everyday.   
She commented that she feels that this has to be a priority so that people working in the City have other 
options than driving to work. 
 
Planning Director Yadon commented that he would add to the draft regulations that South of I-90 be the 
dividing line for workforce housing.  
 
Public testimony  
 
John Barlow, 3403 Fernan Hill Road, Coeur d’Alene, commented that he wanted to compliment the 
Planning Commission on the progress that was made to the draft regulations. He noted that the main 
concern was to not segregate commercial and residential, but make them the same and thanked the 
Commission for incorporating that change to the draft presented tonight and that the Hagadone 
Corporation will endorse all the rest of the changes to the draft regulations presented tonight. He 
continued that he concurs that the parking structure should be screened.  He commented that he agrees 
that affordable housing should be provided downtown so rental properties do not disappear because costs 
are too high to live in the City. He commented that he would like the Commission to reconsider not 
allowing heliports and explained that occasionally, VIP’s will come to the resort by helicopter, and not tie 
this use to height restrictions for a building since this type of service is not used often, but should not be 
eliminated. He added that he would like to congratulate the Commission on the progress made to this draft 
and for achieving the established goals.  
 
Commissioner Bowlby concurred that heliports should not be eliminated, and mentioned that they may be 
used as an occasional use, and this should be a “heads up” for future developers who would like to use 
this service. 
 
Chairman Bruning concurred, and feels that rather than prohibit this use, a definition can be worked on by 
staff, not to eliminate but with restrictions. 
 
Commissioner Jordan commented that he could see that a heliport will be needed for future development.  
 
Commissioner Souza commented that she feels that there should be consideration to people living in the 
City who would be impacted from the noise and lights for this use.  She concurs that this should be 
restricted to an occasional use.   
 
Janet Robinett, P.O. Box E, Coeur d’Alene, commented she feels all of her concerns have been 
addressed and that she is looking forward to seeing how the language for helicopter use will be 
incorporated into the draft regulations.  She added that she feels hospitals would be hesitant about 
eliminating this use, since they are often used in emergencies. She noted that she feels that these draft 
regulations are easy to understand and commends the Commission for their work. 
 
Marshall Mend, 2071 E. Packsaddle, Coeur d’Alene, commented that he owns property on 1st and Coeur 
d’Alene Avenue, with intentions to build an eight-story condo on the property.  He noted that the parking 
spaces will be changed with the approval of these regulations and questioned how soon these changes 
will be official.    
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Planning Director Yadon answered that if the Planning Commission gives their recommendation for 
approval this draft will go forward to Council who will make the final decision.  He added that he would 
estimate this to be two months.  
 
Dennis Hinrichsen, 946 E. Spruce Avenue, Coeur d’Alene, commented that the approval of these 
regulations would have an adverse impact to the area neighborhoods. He asked why these regulations are 
being proposed without traffic counts being done first, and feels that private property rights need to be 
protected.  He questioned how people get in and out of the City with the addition of high rise buildings and 
feels that there needs to be a plan, and suggested a monorail system to be used. He concurred that 
affordable housing should stay downtown and does not want the need for density to push affordable 
housing farther out of the City. He added that it should be our responsibility to petition the State 
Legislature to demand that development pay for itself. He added that numerous times he has tried to 
contact staff concerning traffic reports, and that nobody has responded to his request.  
 
Commissioner Souza explained that new development is already being paid for by impact fees and 
suggested that he talk with staff to get his other concerns addressed.  
 
Mr. Hinrichsen commented that he feels traffic counts are important before authority is given to developers 
to build sky-high buildings and feels that this issue needs further discussion before these regulations are 
approved.  
 
Commissioner Messina questioned if traffic counts should be done for the entire City or just the downtown 
core. 
 
Mr. Hinrichsen commented that he feels that traffic counts should be done for the downtown district. 
 
Chairman Bruning commented that north and south traffic flow is bad and feels that when Government 
Way is open, it will lessen the impact to traffic in the City.  He added that the school district is concerned 
that school enrollment is down and feels that the demographics are changing in the City. 
 
Commissioner Souza commented that she feels it is the goal of the Planning Commission and City 
Council to maintain density downtown, and feels that these regulations will help that need. 
 
Mr. Hinrichsen commented that he does not want the City to turn into downtown Seattle and to help 
safeguard the existing homeowners so that they are not taxed out of their homes. 
 
Public testimony closed. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Commissioner Bowlby concurred with Mr. Hindrichsen that traffic is a problem and feels that traffic 
projections should be done for the next 10 years and feels that this topic needs further discussion.  She 
added that it is important for people to get in and out of the City and that this is a valid concern. 
 
Planning Director Yadon answered that the City Engineer, Gordon Dobler, would be the best person to 
address those questions regarding traffic. He noted that in discussions with City Engineer Dobler, he 
mentioned that he is working on a report involving traffic counts for residential and commercial, but has not 
completed that report yet.  
 
Chairman Bruning commented that his office is across from the Lakevilla Apartments, and does not notice 
a problem with traffic when leaving work in that area. 
 
Commissioner Souza recommended that if these regulations go forward to Council it would be a good idea 
to give a heads up to Council concerning traffic counts in the area.  
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Commissioner Jordan commented that he appreciates all the concerns addressed tonight and that if you 
look back forty years ago, downtown had a lot of mixed use businesses including a hospital which kept 
downtown vibrant for many years.  He noted that in the last year, downtown is booming, which is exciting, 
and feels that these guidelines need to go forward so a decision can be made. He added that he would 
like to thank his fellow Commissioners for their great input on putting together regulations that are flexible. 
 
Chairman Bruning commented that he feels this is one of the most important ordinances the Commission 
has worked on and would like to congratulate staff for all of their input in this process.  He added that 
building height downtown has been a concern for the Commission for along time and feels that with this 
ordinance it will elevate some of the concerns of building high-rise buildings downtown.  
 
Commissioner Souza commented that she feels this ordinance will accomplish limitations to height 
downtown but not restrict altogether.  She added before there were not any restrictions and that with this 
there will be a buffer.  She added that these regulations are great.  
 
Motion by Souza, seconded by Messina, to approve Item 0-6-05 Motion approved. 
 
Commissioner Jordan commented that he would like to thank his fellow members of LCDC for the help 
they gave in providing funds for professional help to produce a working document.  He also note that Mark 
Hinshaw was the right consultant for the job. 
 
 
ROLL CALL:  
 
Commissioner Bowlby  Voted Aye 
Commissioner Jordan  Voted Aye 
Commissioner Messina  Voted Aye 
Commissioner Rasor  Voted Aye 
Commissioner Souza  Voted Aye 
 
Motion to approve carried by a 5 to 0 vote.  
 
 
ADJOURNMENT:
 
Motion by Souza, seconded by Messina, to adjourn the meeting. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m.  Motion approved. 
 
Prepared by Shana Stuhlmiller, Public Hearing Assistant 
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DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 
 
I. Overall Purpose 
 
To create a distinct, strong identity for the downtown core, preserving a civic heart for 
Coeur d’Alene. 
 
To encourage private and public investment, attract shoppers and visitors, and appeal to 
existing and new residents. 
 
To produce a concentration and a mixture of commercial, office, retail, residential, and 
public uses within the downtown. 
 
To develop a downtown that supports pedestrian movement and use of public transit. 
To implement the City’s Comprehensive Plan. 
 

How Proposal relates to Purpose statements: 
“Encourage the development of a mixed-use city center” 
Response: Simplified list of uses to encourage virtually all uses 
 
“Stimulate economic development in downtown” 
Response: Allow a significantly greater residential density than current code 
 
“Preserve views of Tubbs Hills and other distant landforms” 
Response: View corridors through upper level stepbacks along with tower size 
and spacing 
 
“Increase the downtown residential population” 
Response: Eliminate units per acre maximum;  
use FAR instead (Proposed Code doubles current allowable density) 
 
“Respect the small town scale and character” 
Response: Street level amenities and character through bonuses and 
exemptions from parking requirements for small retailers 
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DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 
 
 
II. Application and Intent 
 
 
DC – Downtown Core 
This district is envisioned to have the highest intensity uses, especially retail, office, 
residences, and hotels contained within low-rise, mid-rise and high-rise buildings. Shops 
and restaurants would be located along key streets. Major public spaces and buildings 
would anchor the district. Over time, parking would be increasingly located within 
structures.  
 
 

 
 
Note: These proposed regulations do not affect the Downtown Overlay North area 
regulations located north of Indiana. 
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III. Use Limitations  
 
 
All uses shall be allowed, unless prohibited below.  
Prohibited: 

• Adult Entertainment  

• Billboards 

• Drive-Through Businesses along Pedestrian-Oriented Streets 

• Gasoline Sales  

• Industrial Uses 

• Heliports as a principal use 

• Mini-Storage on the street level.  

• Outdoor Sales or Rental of Boats, Vehicles, or Equipment 

• Outdoor Storage of materials and equipment (except during construction) 

• Repair of Vehicles, unless entirely within a building 

• Sewage Treatment Plants and other Extensive Impact activities. 

• Surface Parking on Pedestrian-Oriented Streets  

• Work Release Facilities 

• Wrecking Yards  

• Vehicle Washing, unless located within a building or parking structure 

• Any other use that the Planning Director determines not to comport with the intent of 
the district as expressed in Section I Overall Purpose. 

 

 

.   
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IV. Basic Development Standards 
 
A. Floor Area Ratio 
 
Floor Area Ratio (FAR) is a method of calculating allowable floor area. The FAR 
multiplied by the parcel size (in square feet) equals the amount of allowable floor area 
that can be built within a development. 
 

Floor Area Ratio (FAR) 
 

 Basic Allowable Maximum Allowable  
with Bonuses 

District   
 

DC 4.0 
 

6.0 
 

 
 
Note: 
1. For the purposes of these regulations, floor area is measured to the inside face of 

exterior walls. The following shall be excluded from floor area calculation:  
• Space below grade  
• Space dedicated to parking  
• Mechanical spaces  
• Elevator and stair shafts  
• Lobbies and common spaces, including atriums  
• Space used for any bonused feature 

2. Parcel size is one or more contiguous lots under common ownership. 
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B. Bonus Features Allowing Increased Floor Area Ratio (up to Maximum) 
Feature Additional Floor Area for each 

Feature 
Street Level Retail 
Uses providing goods and services, including food and 
drink, adjacent to, visible from, and accessible from the 
sidewalk  

100 sf of floor area for each linear 
foot of retail frontage 

Public Plaza / Courtyard 
An open space that is accessible to the public at all 
times, predominantly open to the sky, and for use 
principally by people, as opposed to merely a setting for 
the building. It must abut and be within 3 feet in 
elevation of a sidewalk, at least 10% of the area shall 
be planted with trees and other vegetation. There must 
be seating, lighting and penetration of sunlight 

5 sf of floor area for each sf of 
plaza / courtyard 

Canopy 
A rigid structure covered with fabric, metal or other 
material and supported by a building at one or more 
points, projecting over an entrance, window, outdoor 
service area or walkway with the purpose of sheltering 
persons from sun, wind and precipitation 

4 sf of floor area for each sf of 
canopy 

Public Art 
Any form of painting, mural, mosaic, sculpture, or other 
work of art as approved by the Arts Commission. 
Documentation of building costs and appraised value of 
the art feature shall be provided. The art feature must 
be displayed on the exterior of a building, at or near the 
pedestrian entrance or on a public plaza. 

10 sf of floor area for each $100 of 
valuation 

Water Feature 
A fountain, cascade, stream, fall, pond of water, or 
combination thereof, that serves as a focal point. It must 
be a water-efficient design located outside of a building 
and be publicly visible and accessible.  Water features 
must comply with City policies regarding water usage.  It 
must be active during daylight hours. During periods 
of water use restrictions and freezing such features may 
be turned off 

10 sf of floor area for each $100 of 
valuation 

Parking, Structured 
Parking contained within an enclosed or screened 
building, designed to appear like it is part of the larger 
building complex. 

0.5 sf of floor area for each sf of 
required parking above grade 
 

Parking, Below Grade 
Any portion of structure containing parking that is 
located below the average finished grade around a 
building. 

1 sf of floor area for each sf of 
required parking below grade 
 

Green Roof 
A roof designed with principles of environmental 
sustainability, involving the use of vegetation and storm 
water collection and cleaning. It may or may not be 
accessible 

2 sf of floor area for each sf of 
green roof 
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Feature Additional Floor Area for each 

Feature 
Day Care 
A use providing for the care of children or elderly 
people, generally during the hours of 6am and 7pm. 
Such use shall comply with all applicable City 
standards 

4 sf of floor area for each sf of day 
care 
 

Health Club 
A use that offers exercise and recreational activities 
for tenants and/or the general public, either with or 
without a fee. 

2 sf of floor area for each sf of 
health club 

Public Meeting Rooms 
A space that can be used by the general public and 
having a capacity of at least 50 people. It may operate 
under a reservation or nominal fee system, but must 
be easily accessible from a lobby or plaza 

5 sf of floor area for each sf of 
meeting room 

Workforce Housing 
For purposes of this code, workforce housing is 
defined as dwelling units available to households 
making less than the median income for all 
households within the city limits 

4 sf of floor area for each sf of 
workforce housing 

 
Note:  Public Plaza, Parking may be provided within the DC District & Workforce 

Housing features may be provided south of the freeway ( This section may be further 
refined by additional boundaries of 11/2 miles and within the city limits.) 
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C. Maximum Building Height 
 
Buildings within this district shall only be permitted to exceed 75 feet if they comply with 
the bulk, spacing, and setback standards indicated in the sections that follow. 
Buildings that comply with the standards, as well as accumulate sufficient Floor Area 
Ratio through bonuses, may extend as high as shown in the chart below. 
 
 
 
 
 Height Height w/architectural feature 2.
Base  75 ft.  83 ft. 
Base + Bonus 200 ft 220 ft. 
 
 
Notes: 
1. Mechanical penthouses, stair/elevator overruns, and antennae may be excluded from 

Building Height calculation provided they are no more than 15 feet above the roof 
deck. 

2. The Base Building height may be increased by up to 10% if the top is designed as a 
non-habitable, architectural element. This element may extend above the increased 
height limit. 

 
 
The combination of these restrictions are expected to result in 2-3 buildings on each 
block that might exceed 75 feet. Furthermore, only very large development sites would 
be able to attain the maximum height. It is estimated that throughout the downtown, only 
approximately a dozen sites are sufficiently large enough to reach the maximum height. 
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D. Building Bulk  
 

 

1. Tower Floor Size
Building floors over 75 feet in height above grade shall 
have a maximum floor area of 8000 square feet.  
 

 

2. Tower Separation
Building floors over 75 feet in height above grade shall 
be at least 50 feet from any other structure over 75 
feet above grade. 
 

 

3. Upper Level Stepback
On the following streets, building floors over 45 feet in 
height above grade shall be stepped back from the 
right-of-way by at least 10 feet: 
1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th., Sherman Avenue 
 
 

 
 
Note: Normal projections into setback allowed by the zoning ordinance include: 
• Chimneys may extend into a yard a distance of not more than twenty four inches (24"). 
•  Eaves, cornices, belt courses, and similar ornamentation may project over a yard not 

more than two feet (2'). 
• Balconies and Bay/Bow windows may project up to four feet (4’). 
 
 
 
Design Departure for Building Bulk 
A design departure procedure would be established to allow a project to achieve flexibility 
in the application of prescriptive development standards. A 20% departure may be granted 
administratively. Greater departures would require approval of the Design Review 
Commission. In order to allow a departure from a code standard, an applicant must 
demonstrate that it would result in a development that better meets the intent of the 
purpose of the regulation and applicable design guidelines  Note that this departure would 
not apply to building height 
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E. Parking Ratios  
 
 
 

Use Type Minimum 
Maximum 

Retail / Restaurants 2 stalls / 1000 nsf 4 stalls / 1000 nsf 

Office 2 stalls / 1000 nsf 4 stalls / 1000 nsf 

Residential & Hotels 0.5 stall per unit 2 per unit 

Senior Housing  0.25 stall per unit 1 per unit 

 
Notes: 
1. Retail and restaurant uses less than 3000 sf shall be exempt from parking 

requirements.  
2. Parking requirements for uses not listed shall be determined by a study of parking 

demand for that use and as approved by the City. 
3. Uses sharing a common parking facility may reduce the required number of stalls by 

25%. 
4. Parking may be located off site, so long as it is within 1000 feet of the property, is 

connected to the property by sidewalks or walkways, and is tied to the site by a 
contractual agreement that is filed with the City and Deed of Record at the County. 

5. Uses within existing buildings are exempt from additional parking requirements. (See 
City Code 17.44.120)  

 
Note: A reduction of minimum standard parking stall size in this district from 9x20 
to 8x18 would be adopted to enhance parking garage design. 
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. 
 
 
 
Definitions: 
Floor Area Ratio 
Floor Area Ratio (FAR) is a method of calculating allowable floor area. The FAR 
multiplied by the parcel size (in square feet) equals the amount of allowable floor area 
that can be built within a development. 
 
Floor area is measured to the inside face of exterior walls. The following shall be 

excluded from floor area calculation:  
• Space below grade  
• Space dedicated to parking  
• Mechanical spaces  
• Elevator and stair shafts  
• Lobbies and common spaces, including atriums  
• Space used for any bonused feature 
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June 26, 2006 
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE                                                

MINUTES 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT    STAFF PRESENT 
 
Council Member Dixie Reid, Committee Chairman   Warren Wilson, Deputy City Atty. 
Council Member Woody McEvers     Dick Suchocki, Project Manager 
Council Member Mike Kennedy     Gordon Dobler, City Engineer 
        Christopher Bates, Project Manager 
CITIZENS PRESENT      Jon Ingalls, Deputy City Administrator 
Dennis Hinrichsen (Public Comments)    Amy Ferguson, Committee Liaison 
             
    
              
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
 
Dennis Hinrichsen, 946 E. Spruce Avenue, addressed the committee regarding work force housing and 
traffic movement in the downtown area. 
 
Item 1  Reserved Parking for Courthouse 
Consent Calendar 
 
Gordon Dobler, City Engineer, requested Council consideration of options for establishing a reserved 
parking area to be designated for law enforcement adjacent to the County Courthouse.  Mr. Dobler 
explained that for some time, on the south side of Garden Avenue adjacent to the Courthouse, there 
existed a reserved parking area for law enforcement.  Recently, a motorist cited for parking in this area 
challenged their parking ticket and prevailed on the basis that the specially designated zone was never 
officially established.  After research, no sign request could be located for the placement of the signs and 
the signs were subsequently removed by the City.  The County has since requested that the signage be re-
installed.  Various options were discussed and Mr. Dobler indicated that the County would prefer to have 
designated parking on Garden Avenue adjacent to the Courthouse, but the City would recommend 
establishing reserved parking for law enforcement inside the County’s lot on Garden Avenue.  Mr. Dobler 
further explained that the “law enforcement only” sign was a non-standard sign that was not in 
conformance with MUTCD standards and, as a result, enforcement could be an issue.  Right now, the 
only reserved parking on street is for handicapped persons.  Mr. Dobler further stated that after consulting 
with the legal department, he was informed that “law enforcement only” parking would require an 
ordinance change before it could be ticketed by Diamond Parking.   Jon Ingalls, Deputy City 
Administrator stated that the City has offered to partner with the County in regard to the making of signs 
for the County parking lot.   
 
MOTION: RECOMMEND that Council support the creation of reserved parking for 
law enforcement inside the County’s parking lot on Garden Avenue, and authorize 30 
minute signs on the street in front of the Courthouse, and authorizing the City Street Shop 
to make the signs as requested by the County. 
 
Item 2  Authorize Reimbursement to Post Falls Highway District 
Consent Calendar 
 
Dick Suchocki, Project Manager, requested authorization to reimburse the Post Falls Highway 
District for a City water line installation along the Prairie Avenue project.  Mr. Suchocki’s staff 



report explained that during the design phase for the Prairie Avenue widening project, the Water 
Department determined the need to complete the extension of the existing 12” water main in 
Prairie Avenue from Ramsey Road to Mystic Drive, and on Ramsey Road from Prairie Avenue 
south to the project limits.  This will allow the City to continue the extension when they complete 
the widening of Ramsey Road north of Hanley.  Mr. Suchocki explained that the cost for the 
water main extension would be approximately $130,000 and would be funded through the Water 
Department budget.  The installation of the water main extension will take advantage of savings 
for mobilization, traffic control, and patching, will eliminate the need to cut the street at a later 
date, and allow for future development to the west. 
 
MOTION: RECOMMEND Council approval of RESOLUTION NO. 06-044 
authorizing reimbursement to the Post Falls Highway District for the installation of a new 
water main and directing the Mayor to sign a letter to the Highway District that the City of 
Coeur d’Alene will reimburse them the costs for the water main installation.   
 
Item 3  Release of Option to Purchase Right of Way 
Consent Calendar 
 
Chris Bates, Project Manager, presented a request from The Summit Group, Inc., owners of the 
Fairfield Inn hotel chain, to release the City’s option to purchase right of way from the parcel that 
the Fairfield Inn is located on adjacent to the IHOP restaurant on 4th Street.  Mr. Bates explained 
that in 1962 the prior owners of the property gave the City of Coeur d’Alene an option to 
purchase a right of way corridor across the property.  A clause in the option stated that it was 
binding upon the heirs and assigns of the property.  The option was never acted upon and the 
owners subsequently sold the property to The Summit Group.  The option creates a cloud on the 
title which The Summit Group would like to alleviate.  Mr. Bates explained that the need for the 
right of way is no longer necessary, there is no financial impact to the City, and no public hearing 
would be required. 
 
MOTION: RECOMMEND Council approve RESOLUTION No. 06-044 approving a 
Release of Option to purchase right of way on parcel of property occupied by Fairfield Inn.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 4:55 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Amy C. Ferguson  
Public Works Committee Liaison 
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