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OUR MISSION 

 

The goal of the Code Enforcement 

Unit is community preservation and 

enhancement. 

 

OUR PROCESS 

 

When a violation is discovered, the 

Code Enforcement Officer will identi-

fy and contact the responsible party. 

This is often the property owner or 

tenant where the violation exists. 

Once identified and contacted, the 

responsible party is given a deadline 

with which to resolve the matter. At 

the time of the notice they are also 

advised that a refusal or failure to 

comply with the order can result in 

further legal processes being brought 

against them up to including being 

charged with a criminal misdemean-

or. In the State of Idaho a misde-

meanor is punishable by up to 1 year 

in jail, a $1,000 fine or both! Howev-

er, in most cases involving a violation, 

the matter is resolved voluntarily. The 

Code Enforcement Unit has at its dis-

posal useful advice to aid the persons 

responsible in finding solutions to 

avoid further pursuit in such matters. 



The City of Coeur d’Alene is committed to 

working with the residents in a joint 

effort to preserve and improve our 

neighborhoods, open spaces and busi-

ness corridors. By doing so, we not only 

improve the quality of life for our families and 

visitors, we also protect our property values. 

Please take time to look over your own property. 

The look of your house or business reflects the 

values of the entire community. If any of the fol-

lowing conditions exist at your home or business, 

please correct them. Your cooperation can protect 

and enhance our city by responsibly cleaning and 

removing all nuisance related items.  

What is a Public Nuisance? 

A public nuisance is defines by Idaho State Law 

as: Anything which is injurious to health, inde-

cent, offensive to the senses, or an obstruction to 

the free use of property, so to interfere with the 

comfortable enjoyment of life or property by the 

entire community or neighborhood, or by any 

considerable number of persons. 

What if I receive a Nuisance Violation No-

tice? 

If you receive a letter or violation card on your 

door or if by mail from a code enforcement officer, 

please call the officer and additional guidance will 

be given. 

What about Graffiti? 

The property owner is responsible to remove graf-

fiti from their property within 48 hours upon dis-

covery or written notice. An exception to this type 

of violation would be based on temperature as it 

relates to the effects on the removal of graffiti. 

Removing graffiti discourages it reoccurrence.  

Please report graffiti as soon as possible to your 

Coeur d’Alene Police Department.  

Overgrown trees, shrubs, and bushes? 

Sometimes plant items grow into the public right of 

way making for unsafe conditions where visibility is 

obscured for drivers on 

the road or making diffi-

cult for pedestrians on 

sidewalks to pass. Your 

responsibility as a prop-

erty owner is to main-

tain a clear right of way 

free from trees, shrubs, 

and bushes that grow on 

your property out into the right away. Contact Code 

Enforcement to report right-of-way obstruction issues. 

 

Inoperative Vehicles on Private Property? 

Junk vehicles such as old cars, boats, RVs, etc. on  pri-

vate property must be properly stored in a secure stor-

age facility such as a garage or other building. 

Vehicles left abandoned or in dis-

repair present hazards to the pub-

lic at large and the environment 

by leaking fuel or dripping oil and 

grease over time. If not properly  

stored, the code enforcement unit 

may, by law and if applicable, re-

move the vehicle from your property. 

ADU’s—Accessory Dwelling Units? 

It is illegal to convert a storage shed, garage, or work-

shop into a living area. These structures present unsafe 

conditions as they do not comply with building and fire 

codes normally associated with homes. To learn more, 

please contact the City Building Department at:         

(208) 769-2267 or www.cdaid.org/building. 

Business in Residence? 

It is unlawful to conduct business of any 

type from a home without first obtain-

ing a permit to do so from the city. To 

learn more about the requirements,  

contact the Municipal Services Depart-

ment at (208) 769-2229. 

 

Storage of Junk and Debris? 

It is unlawful to allow for the open and 

uncontained storage of items classified 

as junk. Old appliances, broken or dis-

carded furniture, vehicle parts, house-

hold items, trash, rubble, debris, card-

board boxes, cut grass and cut or dead 

vegetation may be considered junk or 

debris. 

Sidewalks? 

The property owner of any home or 

business is responsible for all sidewalks 

adjacent to such. 

The sidewalks 

must be kept 

clear of snow 

and ice at all 

times during 

winter months 

and as soon as 

practical after 

each snowfall 

when snow ac-

cumulates. Clean sidewalks allow for 

safe passage for our children, those with 

disabilities, the elderly, and the commu-

nity at large. 


