
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY
COUNCIL OFTHE CITY OF COEURD'ALENE. IDAHO.

HELD AT THE LIBRARY COMMUNITY ROOM

March 1.2022

TheMayorandCouncilof theCity of Coeurd‘Alene met in a regularsessionof saidCouncilat
theCoeurd‘AleneCity LibraryCommunityRoomMarch1.2022.at6:00pm. therebeingpresent
thefollowing members:

JamesHammond.Mayor

DanGookin ) MembersofCouncil Present
DanEnglish
WoodyMcEvers
Amy Evans
ChristieWood
Kiki Miller

CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Hammondcalledthemeetingto order.

INVOCATION: The invocationwas led by PastorJonathanOwenswith Heart of the City
Church.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Mayor Hammondledthepledgeof allegiance.

PRESENTATIONS:

U.S. SECRET SERVICE AWARD PRESENTATION: Greg Ligouri. ResidentAgent in
Charge.SecretService Ofce of Spokane.stated he was before Council to recognizethe
exceptionalcasework conductedby DectectiveNeil Uhrig. of the PostFallsPoliceDepartment.
DetectiveTomSudol.of theCoeurd'Alene PoliceDepartment.andRebecaPerez.of theKootenai
CountyProsecutor‘sOfce andwerebeingrecognizedasa USSSSignicant Casefrom the US
SecretServicefor 2021. He statedthey wereall NationalComputerForensicsInstitute(NCFI)
graduatesandwerespecically beingrecognizedfor their casework on Stateof Idahov. Robert
Sizemore.HeexplainedtheNationalComputerForensicsInstitute(NCF1)wasthepremiercyber—
crimestrainingcenterin theworld thattrainsthousandsofstateandlocal lawenforcementofficers.
prosecutors.andjudges in the art and scienceof combattingdigital crime. Eachyear. the US
SecretServiceselectedtwenty (20) casesacrossthe nationfor recognitionasa USSSSignicant
Case. Typically, the caseswere high prole. major crimes. involving cooperationof many
agencies.He saidthe Sizemorecasestartedin 2020asa videovoyeurismincidentin a restroom
at City Beachalong Lake Coeurd‘ Alene. The individual was apprehendedfor lming in a
restroomand his cell phonewas seizedas evidence. DetectiveTom Sudol conducteddigital
analysisof thesuspect’scell phoneandrecoveredvideohehadrecordedin therestroomofchildren
changingtheir clothing. Later.thesuspect'scomputerswereseizedpursuantto a searchwarrant

 



andsubmittedto DetectiveNeil Uhrig for examination.The suspectscomputerswerefoundto
containover 13.000imagesandvideosof child sexualabusematerial.the largestquantityever
recoveredin the history of KootenaiCounty. Thecasewasthensubmittedto KootenaiCounty
DeputyProsecutorBecky Perezfor prosecutionand they successfullysecureda 65-yearprison
sentencefor the perpetrator. Mr. Ligouri statedbecauseof the teamworkof the threeNCFI
graduates.the most prolic possessorof child pomographyin Kootenai County history was
captured.prosecuted.andsentto prison. TheUSSecretServicerecognizedthework of Detectives
Uhrig and Sudol.and ProsecutorPerezwith the 2021 USSSSignicant CaseAward. Mayor
Hammondthankedtheteamfor theirwork andsaidthecommunitycelebratedtheir success.

PROCLAMATION OF MARCH 2022AS RED CROSS MONTH: The Mayor proclaimed
March2022.asRedCrossMonth. Theproclamationwasacceptedby volunteersLauraWarriner
andJeanetteLaster.onbehalfofthe GreaterInlandNorthwestChapterofthe AmericanRedCross.
Ms. Warrinersaidshewasa therapistandworkeddisastersasa mentalhealthvolunteerandshe
alsoservedasa duty ofcer. Their territory consistedof North Idahoand EasternWashington.
Shementionedtheywereplanninga“SoundtheAlarm Event"in May which would highlight re
hazardsin homes.Ms. LastersaidsheandMs. Warrinerhadover60 yearsofexperienceserving
with the RedCross.andherrole wasasan instructor. They thankedthe Mayor andCouncil for
theproclamation.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

William Le. Coeurd‘Alene.provideda handoutof samplesof artworkhefoundon Abby Light‘s
websiteandInstagramandrequestedCouncil reviewthe artwork beforemakinganappointment
to theArts Commission.

Neil Schreibeiz.PostFalls.statedthenewSignCodewouldeventuallyremoveall billboardsfrom
theCity. Hesaidbusinessesusedthemto advertisetheirbusiness.andpropertyownersusedthem
asasourceof income.Hesaiddigital signswereausefultool whichallowedabusinessto display
moreproducts.andcouldbeusedto displayanAmberAlert. or advertiselocalevents. Hehoped
theycouldwork togetherto nd solutionsto keepbillboardsanddigital signsasoptions.

RandyNeal.Coeurd'Alene.statedhewasconcernedwith theAryanNationspresencetakingplace
in Haydenon March 12. He would like to seeotherCity eventsthat dayto drawattentionaway
from theothergathering.Hestatedthattypeofgroup wasnot welcomein North Idaho.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

CouncilmemberWoodsaidshewasservingasPresidentof the KootenaiCountyTaskForceon
HumanRelations.whichwasaseparaterole from City Council. TheTaskForcehadbeenin place
for over40yearsandhadtakenmeasuredresponsesto anytypeof activity which maybeharmful
to thecommunity. ShesaidtheCity hadbeena strongsupporterof theTaskForce,andclearon
theirpositionofhow theyfelt aboutdiscriminationandanyactivity by hategroups. Shestatedthe
TaskForcehadnotyet actedon theproposedAryan FreedomNetworkNationgatheringbutwere
monitoringthesituationandwould takeactionasneeded.
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CouncilmemberMiller noted the RegionalHousingand Growth IssuesPartnershiphad been
postingandupdatingtheir work on their websitelocatedat www.RHGIP.com. They would be
schedulinga presentationwith City Councilsoon.

Mayor HammondstatedtheentireCouncil supportedthe PlanningandZoning Commission. He
saidCouncil.alongwith thevariousboards.committees.commissions.andthecommunitywould
needto work togetherfor thebettermentofthe City.

CONSENT CALENDAR:
1. Approvalof CouncilMinutesfor the February15.2022.meeting.

Settingof theGeneralServices/PublicWorksCommitteemeetingfor March7. 2022.
Approvalof Bills asSubmitted.
Approvalof FinalPlatfor SS-22-01c.CottageGroveCondominiumsPhaseII
Approvalof FinalPlatfor SS-2l-01.HeritageSquare
ResolutionNo. 22-013: A RESOLUTIONOF THE CITY OF COEURD‘ALENE.
KOOTENAI COUNTY. IDAHO. APPROVING:A MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT
WITH ASG HOLDINGS.LLC. FORLANDSCAPEAND IRRIGATION
IMPROVEMENTSTO RIGHT-OF-WAY; ABANDONMENT OF UNUSED
DRAINAGE/UTILITY EASEMENTIN THE SILVER PARK ADDITION: AND
ACCEPTANCEOF DONATED ART WORK. "THE MINER." INTO THE CITY'S
PUBLIC ART COLLECTION.
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MOTION: Motion by McEvers.secondedby Evans.to approvetheConsentCalendaras
presented.includingResolutionNo. 22-013.

DISCUSSION: CouncilmemberGookin statedthe Arts Commissionhad recommendeda
donationof the' The Miner by artist Terry Lee. and thankedthe Commissionfor bringing it
forwardandsaidit washis favorite typeof artandhewaslooking forwardto the installation

ROLL CALL: Miller Aye; McEversAye: GookinAye: EnglishAye; WoodAye; EvansAye.
Motion carried.

COUNCIL BILL NO. 22-1002

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE CITY OF COEUR
D’ALENE, KOOTENAI COUNTY, IDAHO, BY REPEALING MUNICIPAL CODE
CHAPTER 2.46, ENTITLED “SIGN BOARD,” REPEALING CHAPTER 15.24,“SIGN
CODE,” AND ADOPTING A NEW CHAPTER 15.50 ENTITLED “SIGN CODE”;
REPEALING ALL OTHER ORDINANCES AND PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN
CONFLICT HEREWITH; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING
FOR THE PUBLICATION OF A SUMMARY OF THIS ORDINANCE; AND PROVIDING
AN EFFECTIVE DATE HEREOF.

Staff Report: Municipal ServicesDirectorRenataMcLeodstatedshewasbringing forwardthe
City’s SignCodeupdatewhichhadbeenpresentedat theFebruary7.2022.subcommitteemeeting
includedthedenition ofa vision triangle.clarication of responsibleparty to includecampaign.
and that a temporarysign can be removedwithout a thirty-day notice. Shestateddue to the
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complexityofthe City‘s currentSignCodeandthetrendin courtdecisionsto invalidatetraditional
signregulationsin wholeor in part.the LegalDepartmentfelt thata re-writeof theCode.instead
ofmerely arevision.wouldbethemostefcient meansofaddressingtheissues.ShesaidtheSign
CodeupdatereviewgroupincludedMunicipal Servicesstaff.PlanningDirectorHilary Anderson.
City EngineerChrisBosley.CodeEnforcementOfcer ShawnYoungman.andChiefCivil Deputy
City AttorneyRandyAdams. Shesaidtheyhadmetseveraltimesto discusstheneedfor revisions
andto review severalsign codesfrom cities throughoutthe stateof Idaho. including Meridian.
IdahoFalls.Pocatello.Boise.Hayden.andPostFalls. Additionally. the working groupreviewed
codesfrom KootenaiCounty.Missoula.Montana.andSpokane.Washington.ShesaidtheRegion
I andRegion2 Associationof Plannershadheld meetingsto discussthe bestpracticesfor sign
regulations.which weretakeninto considerationby theworking group. Shesaidthe reasonthey
werebringing changesforward weredue to the constitutionalityof the currentSign Codeas it
couldno longerberegulatedby content.Also. theywishedto simplify thecodeto provideclarity
to staffandend-users.

Mr. Adamsstatedin 2015. the US. SupremeCourt opinion hadruled what was.andwas not.
permittedin regardto theSignCode. Hestatedif you hadto readasignto knowwhichregulation
pertainedto it. it was consideredcontentbased.and generallynot allowed unlesstherewas a
compellingstateinterestandthe regulationwasnarrowlydrawn. He statedtheyhadthoroughly
reviewedthe Sign Codeandbroughtforth an updatedcodethat they felt could withstandlegal
challenge.

Ms.McLeodsaidin recentyears.City staffhadexperiencedmanydifficulties in theinterpretation
andenforcementof thecurrentSignCode.particularly in mattersinvolving bannersandfeather
signs.A—framesigns.signagefor strip malls.electronicmessagingsigns.andpolitical andother
temporarysigns.ShesaidtheSignBoard.whichwascreatedto performfunctionsregardingsigns.
hadnotmetfor severalyearsasno issueshadarisenwithin theirpurview.andits continuancewas
notfelt to beefcient or necessary.Shesaidtheyhadcondensedthecodeby dening fewerterms.
reducingexemptionsdown to nine (9). clarifying the applicationandenforcementprocess.She
statedsigncompaniesthathadpulledpermitsin thepastthree(3) yearswereprovideda draft of
theproposedchangesonSeptember28.2020.andagainonOctober5.2020. Shesaidtheproposed
codewas postedto the City‘s webpageand a link provided within the Municipal Milestone
Newsletter. Three(3) commentswerereceived.one(I) from a marketingcompanyandone(I)
from LamarSign companyrequestingmore placementsof billboardsand legal input regarding
off-premise advertising. One (I ) comment was received from the Downtown Association
requestingA-frame signsbe allowed for a periodof 90 daysor more. Shestatedthe billboard
sectionhadnot beenchangedfor thecodes original language.

Ms.Andersonstatedaestheticswereimportantin theregulationofsigns for communitiesin regard
to placement.size.andtype. ShesaidwhentheSignCodewasinitially adoptedin 2007.it spoke
of improvingtheneat.clean.andorderlyappearanceof theCity. andshouldpromotethehealthy
businessclimateofCoeur d‘Alene. ShestatedtheproposedSignCodewassoundfrom aplanning
perspective.
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DeputyCity Clerk Kelley Settersstatedsheprocessedsignpermitsfor theCity andexplainedthe
processandformulausedto approvesignallowances.Shesaidallowancesweredeterminedby
thezoneandamountof streetfrontage.

Ms. McLeodstatedChapter15.24.hadnot beenrevisedsince2007. Shenotedthat in 2015.the
UnitedStatesSupremeCourt issuedan importantdecisionon the constitutionalityof local sign
regulations.ShestatedtheCity‘s currentSignCodecontainedseveralsectionswhichwould likely
leada courtto invalidateit in wholeor in part.

Ms. McLeod statedmodel codesfrom the InternationalMunicipal Lawyer's Associationwere
reviewed. Shesaid the SupremeCourt in Reedsaid: "Content-basedlaws---thosethat target
speechbasedon its communicativecontent---arepresumptivelyunconstitutionaland may be
justified only if thegovemmentprovesthat they arenarrowly tailored to servecompellingstate
interests." Shesaid ifa sign mustbe readto determinewhich regulationappliedto it. the code
was "content—based." She said cities could impose reasonable"time. place.and manner"
regulationsfor signs.but anysuchregulationsmustbe"content-neutral."meaningthesametime.
place.andmannerof regulationsappliedregardlessof what thesignsaid. A proposednewSign
Codehad beendrafted.incorporatingthe lessonslearnedfrom Reed.the experiencesof other
jurisdictions.andthe recommendationsfrom otherprofessionalgroups. The currentSign Code
wasfoundin Chapter15.24.of theMunicipalCode. To avoidconfusionandsignify thatthenew
SignCodewassignificantlydifferent.it wasfelt thatthenewSignCodeshouldbecodifiedin new
Chapter15.50.

SherequestedCouncilrepealTitle 15.Chapter15.24.ofthe Coeurd‘Alene MunicipalCode.titled
SignCode:andenactanewSignCodeasTitle 15.Chapter15.50.ofthe Coeurd'Alene Municipal
Code.titled SignCode:andrepealTitle 2. Chapter2.46.titled SignBoard.

DISCUSSION: CouncilmemberMiller askedifthe samesign formulawasusedthroughoutthe
State.with Ms. Settersrespondingit was. CouncilmemberEnglishaskedifa billboardblewover
wasareplacementallowed.with Ms. McLeodstatingbillboardswerelegallynon-conformingand
would not beallowedto berebuilt if thedamagewasmorethan50%. CouncilmemberMcEvers
statedhewasonCouncil in 2007whentheSignCodewasadopted.andthetheoryofCouncil was
to not allow additionalbillboards. Mayor Hammondstatedthe billboard sectionwasnot being
changedat the time and if an amendmentwas desired.he suggestedit be brought forward
separatelyfor discussion. CouncilmemberGookin asked if a shopping center permanent-
freestandingsigncouldbeerectedinsteadof thebillboard.with Ms. McLeodrespondingit would
dependon the sign formula allowancesandbasedon frontage. CouncilmemberGookin asked
aboutmobileadvertisingandprojectedsignage.Mr. Adamsexplainedoff-premisewassomething
thatadvertisedsomethingnot locatedon thesamepremises.On-premisesignsadvertisebusiness
which is locatedon the property. He saida projectingsign if on-premisewould most likely be
categorizedasanelectricsign. CouncilmemberGookinaskedif theSignCodeappliedto theCity
aswell. with Ms. McLeodrespondingthecity wasexemptfrom permitsfeesfor way nder signs.
CouncilmemberGookinreferredto non-conformingsigns(Billboards)andwantedtheCity to be
businessfriendly. He felt if a billboardwasdamagedover 50%andhadto beremovedthatwas
not a business-friendlyrequirement.andhewould hateto seelocal landmarksignsremoved. He
felt Councilcouldbe moreaccommodatingandwould like thosearticlesremovedfrom the Sign
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Code. CouncilmemberWoodconcurredthat non-conformingsignsshouldbe ableto be rebuilt
andfelt thecodelanguagefor non-conformingsignswasnot businessfriendly. Councilmember
Englishstatedhewould like to takeahardlookat theSignCodein relationto thenon-conforming
signs. CouncilmemberMiller statedshewould like to havean indicatoron theCity’s websiteof
approved-permittedtemporarysigns.

MOTION: Motion by Gookin.secondedby English.to direct staff to removeArticle 3. Section
15.50.390.NonconformingSigns.SubsectionA3; andArticle 4. Section15.50.400.Permanent
Signs.SubsectionC.2(a)(b)(c)in their entirety.

DISCUSSION: CouncilmemberEvansaskedif staffwould beableto managethechangewithout
furtherreview.with Ms. McLeodclarifying thechangewould grandfatherthecurrentbillboards.
allow for upgradesof thesigns.andstaffwould processthesignpermitsastheydid others.

ROLL CALL: EvansAye: Miller Aye: McEversAye: GookinAye: EnglishAye: WoodAye.
Motion carried.

MOTION: Motion by Evans.secondedby McEvers.to dispensewith therule andreadCouncil
Bill No. 22—1002onceby title only.

ROLL CALL: EvansAye: Miller Aye: McEversAye: GookinAye: EnglishAye: WoodAye.
Motion carried.

MOTION: Motion by Evans.secondedby McEvers.to adoptCouncil Bill No. 22-1002.

ROLL CALL: EvansAye: Miller Aye: McEversAye: GookinAye: EnglishAye: WoodAye.
Motion carried.

J. ADJOURNMENT: Motion by Evans.secondedby McEvers.that therebeingnoother
business.this meetingbeadjourned.Motion carried.

Themeetingadjournedat 7:17pm.

W
ATTEST: cgHammon Mayor \.
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' SherrieL. Badertscher
ExecutiveAssistant
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